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BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:BACKGROUND:

A number of federal military bases are located in the state.The stateMilitary
Departmentincludes theWashingtonNational Guard. The DepartmentofVeterans
Affairs operates thestate’s veterans’ homes andprovides assistance toveterans. The
state and counties provide various benefits and programsforveterans.

SUMMARY:SUMMARY:SUMMARY:

The joint select committeeon veterans and military personnel affairs iscreated
composed offourmembers,one fromeachcaucusoftheSenatewho areappointed
by the President of the Senate and one from each caucus of the House of
Representatives who areappointed by theSpeakeroftheHouse ofRepresentatives.

The joint committeeshall make annual reports totheLegislature on thecurrent status
ofveteran and military personnel affairs inthestate ofWashington.The first report
shall be made on orbefore the1999 legislative session.

The joint committeeshall establish an advisory group of allinterested parties,
including representatives of the Departmentof VeteransAffairs, stateMilitary
Department, and the reserve and active military. The joint committeeshall have
access to and assistance from legislative staff and stateagency employeesas
necessary toperform studies, develop recommendations, andreport totheLegislature
inan ongoingmanner concerning issues affecting veterans and military personnel in
this state.

FISCAL NOTE: Requested3/27/97FISCAL NOTE:FISCAL NOTE:

EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.EFFECTIVEDATE:EFFECTIVEDATE:


