HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.SJR 8204
ConstAmd./framing a countycharter Public Hrg:3/21/97
Brief Title
Senators McCaslin/Haugen Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:
The StateConstitution  requires thelLegislature toenactlegislation providing fora
uniform systemofcountygovernmenthroughout thestate, that includes an elected
boardofcountycommissioners, and an elected auditor, clerk, prosecuting attorney,

sheriff, and treasurer, and suchotheofficers  asspecified by statute.

The StateConstitution  alsoincludes a procedure to alter thiuniformsystem of
countygovernmentrany countyThigprocedure canbeinitiated byresolution ofthe
countylegislative authority, orby petition ofcountyoters, andinvolves theelection
ofa boardof freeholders to framea proposedcounty"home rule” charter thats
submitted tothecountyoters fotheir approval orrejection. Fiveoutof39 counties
inthestate  (King, Pierce, Snohomish, Whatcom, and Clallam Counties) haveadopted
sucha charter.

SUMMARY:

An additional procedure igprovided toframeaproposed countyhome rule charter that
issubmitted tocountyoters fotheir approval orrejection. The existing process to
framea proposedcountyhome rule charter isretained and notaltered.

The Legislature isrequired toenactlegislation creating, and funding, a temporary
countyhome rule committedodraft five alternative countyhome rule charters. Any
one ofthesdiive  alternative countyhome rule charters may be submitted directly to
county votersfortheir approval or rejection by either ordinance of the county
legislative authority orby thefiling ofpetition that hasbeensigned by countyoters
atleast equainnumber to 10 percent ofthenumber of voters inthecountywho
votedat the last preceding general election. An alternative charter may include
alternative articles orpropositions that arepresented for thechoice ofvoters andmay
be votedupon separately  withouprejudice  toothersA charter isapprovedby a
simple majority voteofvoters ofthecountyvoting on thecharter.
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The temporary committeeascomposed of15 members and shall notexist more than
one yearCommitteemembers areappointed by theGovernor withatleast one-third
ofthemembers consisting ofmembers ofthelLegislature  andelected countyofficials.
As famaspractical, anycommitteeshall be representative ofmajorgeographic areas
of the stateand the state’s demographidadistribution. A new countyhome rule
committee, withthesame membershipqualifications and limitation onits existence,
may be appointed toredraft any alternative charter wheneverlegislation isenacted
providing foithecreation ofa new committee.

The ballot title forthe constitutional amendment shall be "Shalan additional
procedure be permitted tosimplify theprocess by whicha proposedcountycharter
isplacedupon theballot?"



