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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Clarifying driving statutes.

Sponsors: Senate Committee on Law & Justice (originally sponsored by Senators Haugen and
Roach).

Senate Committee on Law & Justice
House Committee on Law & Justice

Background: In 1996 the Legislature passed SB 6204, which created two degrees of
negligent driving, one a crime and the other a traffic infraction. The two degrees are
distinguished as two subsections of the same RCW section. This has occasionally resulted
in confusion and unnecessary expense when a police officer has cited someone for negligent
driving by the RCW section, but without distinguishing the subsection. In some cases the
correct subsection is provided, but court personnel misidentify the charge due to the
similarity of the numbers. In some cases people who have been charged with a traffic
infraction have had public defenders appointed at local government expense.

SB 6204 also amended the driving without a valid license law to create two types of
violations. Under some circumstances driving without a valid license is a traffic infraction,
but under other circumstances it is a crime. Both of these possible charges, the crime and
the traffic infraction, are under the same subsection of the same RCW section. The fact that
both the criminal charge and the traffic infraction are listed in the same subsection has
created even more confusion than in the negligent driving statute in which the crime and the
traffic infraction are at least provided with different subsection numbers. The same problems
have arisen with regard to charges of driving without a valid license as were mentioned
above in regard to negligent driving.

Providing separate RCW sections for these crimes and infractions is strictly a technical
change to current law which will end the confusion for courts and police. It will also save
time and money.

Summary: Negligent driving in the first degree is made a separate RCW section.

The misdemeanor of driving without a valid license is made a separate RCW section.

The traffic infraction of driving without a valid license is made a separate RCW section.

References to these sections elsewhere in the RCW are corrected.
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Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 48 0
House 97 0

Effective: July 27, 1997
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