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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Updating professional gambling definitions.

Sponsors: Senators Schow, Newhouse, Prentice and Horn; by request of Gambling
Commission.

Senate Committee on Commerce & Labor
House Committee on Commerce & Labor

Background: Professional gambling is prohibited under current law. Persons participating
in certain activities defined in statute are considered to be engaged in professional gambling.
Generally, these activities include: Conducting, aiding in the operation of, or participating
in an illegal gambling activity, such as bookmaking, or greyhound racing; conducting, aiding
in the operation of, or participating in a legal gambling activity but in an illegal manner,
such as card fixing in blackjack, or operating a high stakes poker or blackjack game.

It is a class B felony to commit professional gambling in the first degree. It is a class C
felony to commit professional gambling in the second degree. Professional gambling in the
third degree is a gross misdemeanor.

A person is guilty of professional gambling in the first or second degree when he or she
engages in professional gambling and meets at least one of several additional elements.

There are concerns that current law does not clearly define what activities constitute the
crimes of professional gambling.

Summary: The definition of professional gambling is modified to clearly delineate the types
of specific activity that can be defined as professional gambling. In addition, the statutes
defining professional gambling in the first degree and second degree are also modified to
clarify the type of activity included under each of these crime classifications.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 0
House 98 0

Effective: July 27, 1997
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