
FINAL BILL REPORT

ESB 5959
C 176 L 97

Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Allowing for the establishment of restricted seed potato production areas.

Sponsors: Senators Anderson and Morton.

Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environment
House Committee on Agriculture & Ecology

Background: Growers of seed potatoes may apply for certification to the Department of
Agriculture. Seed potatoes may be certified if they meet standards set by department rules
relating to the presence of plant disease, nematodes and other factors.

Concerns exist regarding introduction of plant diseases and insect pests into traditional seed
potato production areas that may increase the risk of seed potatoes not meeting seed
certification standards.

Summary: Growers of certified seed potatoes may submit a petition to the Department of
Agriculture requesting the establishment of a restricted seed potato production area. The
petition is to include a description of the proposed boundaries of the restricted seed potato
production area, and the restrictions that are proposed to apply to the growing on nonseed
potatoes. Petitions must be signed by at least 50 percent of the growers in the proposed area
who have produced at least 50 percent of the certified seed potatoes in each of the two
preceding years.

The Department of Agriculture must investigate the need of establishing a restricted seed
potato production area within 60 days of receipt of a petition. The director may propose
rules and hold public hearings in the area affected by the proposed rules. The department
has authority to adopt rules in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to establish
a restricted seed potato production area to prevent increased exposure to plant diseases and
insect pests that would adversely affect the ability to meet certification standards for seed
potatoes.

Votes on Final Passage:

Senate 49 0
House 94 2

Effective: April 23, 1997
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