
SENATE BILL REPORT

SB 6260
As of January 16, 1998

Title: An act relating to lake management districts.

Brief Description: Changing lake management district provisions.

Sponsors: Senators Swecker, Rasmussen and Winsley.

Brief History:
Committee Activity: Agriculture & Environment: 1/22/98.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE & ENVIRONMENT

Staff: Kari Guy (786-7437)

Background: Counties and cities are authorized to create lake management districts to
finance various lake improvement and maintenance activities. A lake management district
can be created for a period of up to ten years.

A lake management district must be approved by a simple majority vote of the owners of
property within the proposed district, with votes weighted so a property owner has one vote
for each dollar of estimated special assessment. The lake management district may impose
either annual special assessments or rates and charges.

The county or city legislative authority must hold a new public hearing to revise the special
assessments or rates and charges once established. Notice of the public hearing must be sent
to each property owner within the district. An appeal of the revised assessment or rates may
be made to the superior court. Special assessments, rates, or charges may not be increased
by more than 110 percent unless the creation of the lake management district is approved
under another mailed ballot.

It has been suggested that the ten-year time limit for lake management districts and the
limitation to 110 percent of the original assessment decreases the flexibility and utility of lake
management districts.

Summary of Bill: The ten-year maximum duration for lake management districts is deleted.

A county or city legislative authority may increase the special assessments or rates and
charges for the lake management district beyond 110 percent by holding a new public
hearing, with notice of the hearing sent to each property owner in the district. An appeal
of the revised rates may be made to superior court.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.
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Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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