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H 2396. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1845

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Education (originally sponsored by
Representatives Smth, Sunp, Talcott, Hickel, Koster, Miulliken, M elke,
Sheahan, Johnson, L. Thomas and Backl und)

Read first tine 03/04/97.

AN ACT Relating to parents’ rights; amendi ng RCW 28A. 320. 230 and
28A. 230. 070; adding a new chapter to Title 28A RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. DEFINITION. Unless specifically provided by

law, for purposes of this chapter, "parent" neans a parent or |ega
guardi an having legal custody of a child enrolled in public school

For purposes of this chapter, "parent" does not nean parents of
children in private school or of <children receiving hone-based
instruction. |If a person has a child enrolled in a public school and

has another child enrolled in a private school or receiving honme-based
instruction, this chapter applies to the parent with regard to the
parent’s rights and responsibilities concerning the child enrolled in
t he public school.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. PARENTS RI GHTS AND RESPONSI BI LI TI ES
EXI STING I N CURRENT LAW In accordance with existing |law, parents
shal | :
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(1) Conply with inmunization requirenents for their child, unless
exenpted, in accordance wth RCW 28A. 210. 090;

(2) Provide information regarding their child s prior educational
hi story when the child transfers from another school, in accordance
wi th RCW 28A. 225. 330;

(3) Be responsible for property damaged by their child, in
accordance wth RCW 28A. 635. 060;

(4) Conmply with conpul sory attendance requirenents, in accordance
wi th RCW 28A. 225. 010;

(5 Be notified when their child has an unexcused absence, in
accordance wth RCW 28A. 225. 020;

(6) Determ ne whether their child participates in AIDS instruction,
i n accordance with RCW 28A. 230. 070 and this chapter;

(7) Be involvedininstructional materials conmttees in accordance
w th RCW 28A. 320. 230 and this chapter;

(8) Be notified of their parent involvenent opportunities, in
accordance wth RCW 28A. 225. 300;

(9) Receive an annual report from their school district, in
accordance wth RCW 28A. 320. 205;

(10) Be consulted in the developnent of the district’s AIDS
curriculum in accordance with RCW 28A. 230. 070;

(11) Receive periodic reports on the academ c progress of their
child, in accordance w th RCW 28A. 150. 240;

(12) Receive the results of their child s performance on state-w de
assessnents, in accordance wth RCW 28A 230.190, 28A. 230.195,
28A. 230. 230, 28A. 230. 240, 28A. 230.250, 28A.630.885, and 28A. 630. 886;

(13) Be notified if their child has a hearing or visual loss, in
accordance wth RCW 28A. 210. 030;

(14) Be notified of their child s choice options, in accordance
wi th RCW 28A. 225. 300;

(15) Be notified about the running start program in accordance
wi th RCW 28A. 600. 320;

(16) Be notified of their child s conduct, discipline problem
areas, and rights, in accordance with RCW 28A. 600. 010; and

(17) Be notified if a court order or subpoena has been issued for
access to the records of their child, in accordance with RCW
28A. 600. 475.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. PARENTS Rl GHTS. In accordance wth
existing |law, parents may:

(1) Make a conplaint to the school board and have the conpl aint
heard at a public hearing regarding instructional and library material s
t he parent deens objectionable, in accordance with RCW 28A. 150. 230;

(2) Exclude their child fromsex education classes and be invol ved
in evaluation and revision of sex education prograns, in accordance
with rules adopted by the state board of education; and

(3) Exclude their child from scoliosis screening, in accordance
wi th RCW 28A. 210. 190 t hrough 28A. 210. 240.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. ACCESS TO ACADEM C PROGRAMS AND TEACHI NG
MATERI ALS. (1) A parent shall have access to his or her child s
cl assroom Every school district board of directors shall, after
followi ng established procedures, adopt a policy assuring parents
access to their child s classroonms and school -sponsored activities for
pur poses of observing class procedure, teaching material, and class
conduct. (Cbservation under this section may not disrupt the classroom
procedure or learning activity.

(2) School district enployees may not wthhold information
pertaining to the school activities of a child from the child s
parents.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. ACCESS TO STUDENT RECORDS. (1) Except as
specifically exenpted by other state or federal law, all records
mai ntained on a student by a school, school district, educationa
service district, the superintendent of public instruction, the state
board of education, or anyone under contract with the entities nanmed in
this subsection, shall be provided to a parent upon request for the
parent’s observation. Upon the witten request of a parent, copies of

records shall be provided within fourteen working days. The
appropriate legal reference shall be provided to the parent for al
i ndividual records that the school, school district, educational

service district, the superintendent of public instruction, the state
board of education, or any contractor, clainms are exenpt from parent
di sclosure by state or federal |aw School counseling records are
confidential and exenpt from disclosure as provided by statute and
rul e.
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(2) Parents shall annually be entitled to one set of student
records at no charge upon the parent’s request but districts may
establish a reasonable fee pursuant to RCW 42.17.300 for each
subsequent request made during the school year.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 6. NOTI FI CATI ON REGARDI NG SCHOOL ACTI VI Tl ES.
(1) (a) At the beginning of each school year, all schools shall notify
parents in witing of any school -sponsored class programor activity,
whet her curricul ar or extracurricular, that will include subject matter
relating to sex educat i on, sexual l'y transmtted di seases,
contraception, sexual orientation, suicide, or euthanasia. School s
nmust provide parents with the opportunity to exenpt their child from
any such class programor activity identified in this section. Such
notification is in addition to the notification requirenents of RCW
28A. 230. 070.

(b) If a school adds a school -sponsored cl ass programor activity,
whet her curricular or extracurricular, after the beginning of the
school year, a school nust give parents twenty days’ advance witten
notice before presenting any class program or activity identified in
(a) of this subsection that was not identified at the begi nning of the
school year and nust provide parents with the opportunity to excuse
their child fromthe identified programor activity.

(c) This subsection (1) does not apply to school activities or
prograns sponsored i n response to an energency situation at the school.
It al so does not apply to student initiated discussions of the topics
listed in subsection (1) of this section.

(2) In addition to other provisions in law, parents may renove
their child tenporarily from a class or other school activity that
conflicts with the parents’ religious or noral beliefs if the parents
present or deliver to the teacher of the parents’ child a witten
statenent authorizing the renoval of the child fromthe class or other
activity. A parent may not renove the child fromthe class or other
activity specifically to avoid a test on academ c subject matter. The
parent is responsible for identifying educational opportunities to be
provi ded for those excused.

Thi s section does not exenpt a child fromsatisfying grade | evel or
graduation curriculumrequirenments in a manner acceptable to the school
district.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. PARTICIPATION I N ADVI SORY GROUPS. School
districts shall seek parental involvenent in advisory groups that are
considering maj or policy decisions affecting the education of children
in the school district.

Sec. 8. RCW 28A. 320. 230 and 1989 c¢c 371 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Every board of directors, unl ess otherw se specifically provided by
| aw, shall:

(1) Prepare, negotiate, set forth in witing and adopt, policy
relative to the selection or deletion of instructional materials. Such
policy shall

(a) State the school district’s goals and principles relative to
instructional materials;

(b) Delegate responsibility for the preparati on and reconmendati on
of teachers’ reading |ists and specify the procedures to be followed in
the selection of all instructional materials including text books;

(c) Establish aninstructional materials commttee to be appointed,
wi th the approval of the school board, by the school district’s chief
admnistrative officer. This commttee shall consist of parents,
representative nmenbers of the district’s professional staff, including
representation fromthe district’s curriculum devel opnent comm ttees,
and, in the case of districts which operate el enentary school (s) only,
the educational service district superintendent, one of whose
responsibilities shall be to assure the correl ation of those el enentary
district adoptions with those of the high school district(s) which

serve their children. ( (Fhe—commttee—ray—i+neclude—parents—at—the

one-third of the conmttee nust be conprised of parents who are not
school district enployees and who have children enrolled in the
district. In addition to these parents, other parents who live in the
district may also serve on the commttee at the school board’s
di scretion;

(d) Provide for reasonable notice to parents of the opportunity to
serve on the commttee and for terns of office for nenbers of the
instructional materials commttee;
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(e) Provide a system for receiving, considering and acting upon
witten conplaints regarding instructional materials used by the school
district;

(f) Provide free text books, supplies and other instructional
materials to be loaned to the pupils of the school, when, in its
j udgment, the best interests of the district will be subserved thereby
and prescribe rules and regulations to preserve such books, supplies
and other instructional materials fromunnecessary danmage.

Recomendation of instructional materials shall be by the
district’s instructional materials commttee in accordance wth
district policy. Approval or disapproval shall be by the | ocal school
district’s board of directors.

Districts may pay the necessary travel and subsi stence expenses for
expert counsel fromoutside the district. In addition, the conmttee’s
expenses incidental to visits to observe other districts selection
procedures may be rei nbursed by the school district.

Districts may, withinlimtations stated in board policy, use ((and
experrent—wth)) instructional materials for a period of tinme before
general adoption is formalized.

Wthin the limtations of board policy, a school district’s chief
adm ni strator may purchase instructional materials to neet deviant
needs or rapidly changing circunstances.

(2) Establish a depreciation scale for determning the value of
texts which students wi sh to purchase.

Sec. 9. RCW 28A. 230. 070 and 1994 ¢ 245 s 7 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:

(((H—Fhet+Hte-threatentng—dangers—of)) Acquired i mmunodefi ci ency

syndrone (AIDS) ((anrd—+ts—prevention—shalH—betaught—+n—the—puble
schools—ofthisstate—AHBS)) prevention education shall belimted to

the discussion of the life-threatening dangers of the disease, its
spread, and prevention. ( ( Students—shal—recetve—such—educatton—at
east—oence—eachschoolyearbeginningnotaterthanthefHHfthgrade-))

(2) Each district board of directors shall adopt an Al DS prevention
education program which ((+s)) nust be an independent unit within a
course offering. The programnay not be offered to students until they
are in the fifth grade. This shall not inhibit discussion of AIDS in
the context of other studies such as geography or history or when
appropriate for nedical necessities. The programshall be devel oped in
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consultation wth teachers, admnistrators, parents, and other
communi ty nmenbers including, but not limted to, persons fromnedical,
public health, and nental health organi zations and agencies ((se—+toeng
as)).  The curricula and materials developed for use in the AIDS
education programshall either be: (a) ((are)) The nodel curricula and
resources under subsection (3) of this section, or (b) ((are))
devel oped by the school district and approved for nedical accuracy by
the office on AIDS established in RCW70.24.250. |If a district elects
to use curricula devel oped by the school district, the district shal
submt to the office on AIDS a copy of its curricula and an affidavit
of medi cal accuracy stating that the material in the district-devel oped
curricul a has been conpared to the nodel curricula for nedi cal accuracy
and that in the opinion of the district the district-devel oped
materials are nedically accurate. Upon subm ssion of the affidavit and
curricula, the district may use these materials until the approva
procedure to be conducted by the office of Al DS has been conpl et ed.

(3) Mdel curricula and other resources available from the
superintendent of public instruction may be reviewed by the school
district board of directors, in addition to materials designed | ocally,
in developing the district’s AIDS education program The nodel
curricula shall be reviewed for nedical accuracy by the office on Al DS
established in RCW70. 24. 250 within the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(4) Each school district shall, at |east one nonth before teaching
Al DS prevention education in any classroom conduct at |east one
presentation during weekend and evening hours for the parents and
guardi ans of students concerning the curricula and materials that wll
be used for such education. The parents and guardians shall be
notified by the school district of the presentation and that the
curricula and material s used for teaching AlIDS prevention are avail abl e

for inspection. No student may ((be—+eguired+te)) participate in ADS
prevention education if the student’s parent or guardi an((;—having

attended-one—ofthedistriet—presentations:)) objects inwiting to the
partici pation.

(5) The office of the superintendent of public instructionwith the
assi stance of the office on AIDS shall update Al DS education curricul um
material as newy discovered nedical facts nmake it necessary.

(6) The curriculumfor AIDS prevention education shall stress the
life-threatening dangers of contracting AIDS and be designed to teach
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students which behaviors place a person dangerously at risk of
infection with the human i mmunodeficiency virus (H'V) and nethods to
avoi d such risk including, at |east:

(a) That abstinence fromsexual activity is the only certain neans
for the prevention of the spread or contraction of the AIDS virus
t hrough sexual contact. It shall also teach that condons and other
artificial neans of birth control are not a certain neans of preventing
the spread of the AIDS virus and reliance on condons puts a person at
risk for exposure to the disease; and

(b) The dangers of drug abuse, especially that involving the use of
hypoder m ¢ needl es; and

((b)y)) (c) The dangers of sexual intercourse((;—wth—oer—wthout

expoesure—tothe—disease)) outside of a nbnoganbus narri age.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. COWPLAINTS. The board of directors of each
school district shall have a grievance procedure under whi ch the school
district shall address and attenpt to resolve each witten conpl aint
that the district receives concerning violation of a right guaranteed
by this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 7, RCW 28A. 320. 230 and
28A. 230. 070, and section 10 of this act are not intended to reflect the
exclusive rights and obligations of parents of students in public
school s.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. CAPTIONS NOT LAW Captions used in this
chapter are not any part of the | aw
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1 NEW SECTION.  Sec. 13. Sections 1 through 7, 10, and 12 of this
2 act constitute a new chapter in Title 28A RCW

~-- END ---
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