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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2186

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Linville, Regala, Chandler and Bl al ock)

Read first tine 03/10/97.

AN ACT Relating to identifying critical ecol ogical functions within
a water resource inventory area; adding a new section to chapter 90.71
RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Environmental laws, rules, and policies to inprove water
qual ity have generally been devel oped i n response to specific probl ens;

(b) This case-by-case approach to water quality nmanagenent has
resulted in nunmerous planning, permt, and funding requirenments that
are often confusing, contradictory, and inefficient;

(c) Lack of integrated water quality policies has resulted in | ess
effective environnmental protection, increased taxpayer costs, and
consi derabl e public frustration;

(d) There is broad consensus that integration of water quality
policies is best achieved by adopting a broader geographic approach
that is based on how that geographi c system worKks;

(e) Scientific know edge, technology, and data is currently
available to identify the critical biological and physical functions of
geographic systens, such as watersheds. However, this know edge,
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technol ogy, and data is scattered anong many federal, state, |ocal, and
private entities; and

(f) The Puget Sound action team was organized to coordinate
federal, state, local, and private efforts across a broad geographic
ar ea.

(2) The legislature therefore declares that the action team shal
undertake the actions identified in section 2 of this act to enhance
the ability of state and |ocal governnents to devel op environnenta
regul ations that are better integrated and make better use of existing
sci ence.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 90.71 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The action team shall develop, and thereafter shal
periodically update a net hodol ogy, using geographic information system
maps, to identify critical watershed functions within a water resource
inventory area. The nethodol ogy nust identify, at a m ni num

(a) Critical watershed functions;

(b) Areas where critical functions are inpaired,

(c) The causes of function inpairnent;

(d) Areas where functions are working properly; and

(e) Current |and uses.

(2) The action team shall initiate a case study of at |east one
Puget Sound water resource inventory area, using the information under
subsection (1) of this section, to develop policy recommendations to
expedi te:

(a) Agency decision naking on wetland mtigation proposals other
than traditional on-site, in-kind exchanges; and

(b) Preparation of plans required under chapters 36. 70A, 86. 12, and
90. 58 RCW Recommendati ons under this subsection shall include
specific changes to state | aws and rul es.

(3) In developing policy reconmendati ons under this section, the
action teamshall involve all interested units of |ocal governnent and
may i nvolve any other interested group or person.

(4) As used in this section, the follow ng definitions apply.

(a) "Water resource inventory area" has the same neaning as in WAC
173-500- 040.
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(b) "Critical watershed function" nmeans any hydrol ogi cal function
that preserves, protects, or enhances water quality, water quantity,
fish and wldlife, or flood protection.

(5) The policy recommendati ons under subsection (2) of this section
shall be submtted to the appropriate standing conmttees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 1999.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 1997, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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