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HOUSE BI LL 2471

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lanbert, Veloria, Carrell, Zellinsky, Milliken and
Backl und

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to ensuring the safety of young people at
children’ s canps; adding new sections to chapter 43.121 RCW creating
a new section; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that young children
are often unaware of certain rights available to themwhile they are in
the custody and care of persons other than their parents.

The |l egislature further finds that it is in the best interest of
children who are away fromtheir parents for an extended period of tine
for themto be remnded of their rights to take certain actions to
contact their parents and protect thenselves frompotential injury.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Chil dren who are under eighteen years of age who are guests at a
public or private canp for children for a period exceedi ng twenty-four
hours shall be given oral notice of the following information within
twel ve hours of their arrival at the canp | ocation:
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(1) Upon request, the canp facility shall ensure a child canp guest
that he or she wll have imediate access to a telephone for the
pur poses of contacting his or her parents in the event of an energency,
or inthe event the child feels that his or her safety or well-beingis
t hr eat ened by anot her person.

(2) Upon request, the canp facility shall assist the child canp
guest in making the tel ephone call to ensure a contact is nade between
the child and his or her parents.

(3) Upon request, the canp facility shall ensure that the
conversation between the child canp guest and his or her parents is
private or confidential.

(4) The phone call shall be at the expense of the child or the
child s parents.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The public or private canp for children shall post witten notice
of the information required under section 2 of this act in a
conspi cuous manner in a |location where child canp guests congregate.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A newsection is added to chapter 43.121 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Sections 2 and 3 of this act do not apply to a canp or facility
used for juvenile offenders.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, norals, or safety, or support
of the state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes
effect imredi ately.

~-- END ---
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