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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2900

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Children & Fam |y Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives Cooke, Ballasiotes, MDonal d, Boldt and Mtchell)

Read first tine 01/ 30/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to pro rata cal cul ati on of tenporary assi stance for
needy famlies grants; anmendi ng RCW74. 08A. 260; addi ng a new section to
chapter 74.08A RCW creating new sections; and providing an effective
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 74.08A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A recipient’s grant amount for any nonth shall reflect the
recipient’s participation in any required work activity. The grant
anount shall be decreased, pro rata, for the tine the recipient fails
to perform during the prior nonth the nunber of work units or work
activity units required by the departnment under P.L. 104-193 and this
chapter. |If a recipient refuses to engage in work and work activities
required by the departnent, and if the departnent determnes it
appropriate, the famly’'s grant may be term nated.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply to a recipient
if the departnent finds that the recipient failed to neet the required
nunmber of work activity units for good cause. Good cause shall
i nclude, but not be limted to, illness or injury of the recipient or
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of a person dependent on the recipient, tenporary unavailability of
child care and any accessible alternatives, and the situations |listed
in RCW 74. 08A. 270.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 2. The departnment of social and health services
shal |l study and report on: (1) The practical application and fiscal
i npact of adopting the pro rata calculation of grants provided in
section 1 of this act; (2) appropriate good cause exceptions; and (3)
met hods and rules for preventing abuse of the exceptions. The
departnent shall report its findings to the house of representatives
children and fam |y services conmttee and to the senate human services
and corrections commttee by Novenber 30, 1998.

Sec. 3. RCW 74.08A. 260 and 1997 c 58 s 313 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Reci pi ents who have not obtai ned paid, unsubsidized enpl oynent by
the end of the job search conponent authorized in section 312 of this
act shall be referred to a work activity.

(1) Each recipient shall be assessed i nmedi ately upon conpl eti on of
the job search conponent. Assessnents shall be based upon factors that
are critical to obtaining enploynent, including but not limted to
education, enploynent strengths, and enploynent history. Assessnents
may be performed by the departnment or by a contracted entity. The
assessnment shall be based on a uniform consistent, transferable format
that wll be accepted by all agencies and organi zations serving the
reci pient. Based on the assessnent, an individual responsibility plan
shall be prepared that: (a) Sets forth an enpl oynment goal and a plan
for nmoving the recipient imediately into enploynent; (b) contains the
obligation of the recipient to becone and remain enpl oyed; (c) nobves
the recipient into whatever enploynent the recipient is capable of
handling as quickly as possible; and (d) describes the services
available to the recipient to enable the recipient to obtain and keep
enpl oynent .

(2) Recipients who are not engaged in work and work activities, and
do not qualify for a good cause exenption under RCW 74. 08A. 270, shal
engage in self-directed service as provided in RCW 74. 08A. 330.

(3) ((H—a+eerptent—+etusestoengage+n—work—andwerk—aetivties
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£5))) Ininplenenting this section, the departnent shall assign the
hi ghest priority to the nost enployable clients, including adults in
two-parent famlies and parents in single-parent famlies that include
ol der preschool or school-age children to be engaged in work
activities.

((66)Y)) (4) In consultation with the recipient, the departnment or
contractor shall place the recipient into a work activity that is
available in the local area where the recipient resides.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnment of social and health services
shall conply wth section 1 of this act by July 1, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Section 3 of this act takes effect July 1,
1999.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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