D 01 A W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H 4736. 2

HOUSE BI LL 3118

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Mtchell and H ckel

Read first tine 02/ 06/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to radiologic technol ogy; anending RCW 18. 84. 010
and 18. 84. 040; addi ng new sections to chapter 18.84 RCW repealing RCW
18.84. 010, 18.84.020, 18.84.030, 18.84.040, 18.84.050, 18.84.070,
18.84.080, 18.84.090, 18.84.100, 18.84.110, 18.84.120, 18.84.130,
18.84.140, 18.84.150, 18.84.160, and 18.84.170; and providing an
effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.84.010 and 1991 c 222 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is the intent and purpose of this chapter to protect the public
by t he ((eertifieationand+egistration)) lLicensing of practitioners of
radi ol ogi cal technol ogy. By pronoting high standards of professional
performance, by requiring professional accountability, ((and)) by
((eredentialing)) licensing those persons who seek to provide
radi ol ogi cal technol ogy under the title of radiol ogical technol ogists,
and by regulating all persons utilizing ionizing radiation on human
bei ngs, this chapter identifies those practitioners who have achieved
a particular |evel of conpetency. Not hing in this chapter shall be
construed to require that individual or group policies or contracts of
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an insurance carrier, health care service contractor, or health
mai nt enance organi zati on provi de benefits or coverage for services and
supplies provided by a person ((eertif+ed)) licensed under this
chapter.

( (Fhetegistaturefnds—anddeelaresthatthts—echapter—confornsteo
I  deli | | | definiti : I I ol ¢ healtd
healtd I I : . £ ed I I . )

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnment" neans the departnent of health.

(2) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health or the secretary’s
desi gnee.

(3) "License" neans a license granted and issued by the secretary
to practice radiol ogic technol ogy.

(4) "Limted license”" nmeans alimted |icense granted and i ssued by
the secretary to practice radiol ogic technol ogy.

(5) "Radiation oncologist" nmeans a person |licensed under chapter
18.71, 18.57, 18.32, 18.25, or 18.79 RCWwho is either certified or
eligible for certification in therapeutic radiology by the Anerican
board of radiology, or its equivalent, or who is certified in general
radiology by the American board of radiology and devotes al
professional tinme to the investigation and managenent of neoplastic
di sorders, including teaching that investigation and nmanagenent.

(6) "Radi ation therapy" nmeans the use of ionizing radiation upon a
human being for therapeutic purposes.

(7) "Nuclear nedicine" neans the use of radi opharnmaceutical s upon
a human being for diagnostic and therapeutic purposes.

(8) "Radiologic technology" neans the use of ionizing radiation
upon a human being for diagnostic or therapeutic purposes.

(9) "Radiol ogi c technol ogi st" neans a person other than a |icensed
practitioner who practices radiologic technology as a diagnostic
radi ol ogic technol ogist, therapeutic radiologic technologist, or
nucl ear nedi ci ne technol ogi st.

(10) "Di agnostic radiol ogi c technol ogi st" nmeans a person ot her than
a licensed practitioner who actually handles X-ray equipnent in the
process of applying ionizing radiation on a human being for a
di agnostic purpose at the direction of a licensed practitioner.
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(11) "Therapeutic radiologic technologist" neans a person other
than a licensed practitioner who actual ly handl es i onizing radiation in
the process of applying radiation on a human being for therapeutic
purposes at the direction of a |licensed practitioner.

(12) "Nucl ear nedicine technol ogist" nmeans a person who prepares
and adm ni sters radi opharmaceuti cal s to human bei ngs for di agnostic and
t her apeuti c purposes and who performs in vivo and in vitro detection
and neasurenent of radioactivity for nmedical purposes at the direction
of a licensed practitioner.

(13) "Limted license technician" means a person other than a
i censed practitioner, diagnostic radiol ogi c technol ogi st, therapeutic
radi ol ogi ¢ technol ogi st, or nuclear nedicine technol ogi st who handl es
X-ray equipnment in the process of applying ionizing radiation on a
human bei ng for diagnostic purposes.

(14) "Supervision" nmeans the act of nonitoring the performance of
di agnostic X-ray exam nation t hrough periodic i nspection, regardl ess of
whet her the supervising |icensed practitioner is continuously present
during the performance of the diagnostic X-ray technol ogy.

(15) "Approved school of radiologic technol ogy" nmeans a school of
radi ol ogi ¢ technol ogy approved by a nationally recognized council on
medi cal education or a school that, by the secretary’s determ nation,
mai nt ai ns an equi val ent course of study. The school may be operated by
a nedi cal or educational institution, for the purpose of providing the
requi site clinical experience, and nust be affiliated with one or nore
general hospitals.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) After the effective date of this
section, a person may not practice radiologic technology or purport to
be a radiologic technologist wunless the person is Ilicensed in
accordance with this chapter or holds a license issued by the
secretary.

(2) A person licensed under this chapter may use the title of
"licensed radiologic technologist” or the letters "LRT." A person
licensed as a radiologic technologist inthe therapeutic field may use
the title of "licensed radi ation therapy technol ogist” or the letters
"LRTT." A person licensed as a nucl ear nedicine technol ogi st may use
the title of "licensed nuclear nedicine technologist” or the letters
"LNMI." A person holding a limted |icense as defined in this chapter
may use the title "limted |icense technician"” or the letters "LLT."
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(3) No person may use a title or an abbreviation of atitle that is
substantially the same as any title in subsection (2) of this section
unl ess the person is licensed under chapter . . ., Laws of 1998 (this
act).

Sec. 4. RCW18.84.040 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 506 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to any other authority provided by law, the
secretary may:

(a) Adopt rules, in accordance with chapter 34. 05 RCW necessary to
i npl enment this chapter;

(b) Set all ((+egrst+rat+on—eerti+iiteati+on,)) licensing and renewal
fees in accordance with RCW 43. 70. 250;

(c) Establish forns and procedures necessary to admnister this
chapter;

(d) Eval uate and desi gnate those schools fromwhi ch graduati on wi ||
be accepted as proof of an applicant’s eligibility to receive a
((eertif+eate)) license;

(e) Determne whether alternative nethods of training are
equi val ent to formal education, and to establish forms, procedures, and
criteria for evaluation of an applicant’s alternative training to
determine the applicant’s eligibility to receive a ((eertiitecate))
license; and

(f) Issue a ((eertifieate)) license to any applicant who has net
t he education, training, and conduct requirenents for certification((+
and

= . . L I I .
for—a—registration)).

(2) The secretary nmay hire clerical, adm ni strati ve, and
investigative staff as needed to inplenent this chapter.

(3) The Uniform D sciplinary Act, chapter 18.130 RCW governs the
i ssuance and deni al of ((fregistrations—and-ecertiiications—unregistered
and—unecertiited—mpractiece)) licenses and the discipline of
((registrants—and—eertifieants)) licensees under this chapter. The
secretary is the disciplining authority under this chapter.

(4) The secretary may appoi nt ((ad-heerenbers—oftheprofessionte

. o i . I . .
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seeretary—)) an_advisory conmttee to inplenent the provisions of
chapter . . ., laws of 1998 (this act). The committee shall be
conposed of at least five nenbers, one nenber initially appointed for
a term of one year, tw nenbers for a term of two years, and two
nenbers for a termof three years. Subsequent appointnents nust be for
terms of three years. No person may serve as a nenber of the committee
for nore than two consecutive terns. Menbers of the advisory conmttee
must be residents of this state. The commttee shall be conposed of
three individuals licensed under this chapter, one nenber who is a
radi ol ogi st, and one nenber who represents the public at large and is
unaffiliated directly or indirectly with radiologic technology. The
radi ol ogi st nenber nust be |licensed under chapter 18.71, 18.57, 18. 32,
or 18.25 RCWand nust be certified by a national board of radiol ogy as
determ ned by the secretary.

(a) If there is a vacancy on the advisory conmttee, the secretary
shal|l appoint a person to serve for the renmainder of the unexpired
term

(b) The advisory committee shall neet at the tinmes and places
designated by the secretary to provide advice on matters specifically
identified and requested by the secretary. The commttee may elect a
chair and a vice-chair. A majority of the nenbers currently serving
constitutes a quorum

(c) The nenbers shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW
43. 03. 220 and reinbursed for travel expenses under RCW 43.03.040 and
43. 03. 060.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. This chapter does not apply to the foll ow ng
persons:

(1) Astudent actively enrolled in an approved school of radiologic
t echnol ogy whil e practici ng radi ol ogi c technol ogy under the supervi sion
of an instructor who is either a radiologist or a |licensed radiol ogic
t echnol ogi st ;

(2) A person who is operating bone densitonmetry equipnent for
di agnostic purposes under the supervision of a radiologist, if the
person operates the equi pnent for those purposes under the direction of
a radiol ogi st;

(3) A person who operates dental X-ray equipnment for the sole
pur pose of oral radiography;
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(4) Alicensed health care practitioner operating X-ray equi pnent,
when performng services wwthin the | awful scope of the practitioner’s
i cense, including:

(a) A physician or physician assistant |icensed under chapter 18.71
or 18.71A RCW

(b) An osteopathic physician or surgeon or osteopathic physician
assi stant |icensed under chapter 18.57 or 18.57A RCW

(c) A podiatric physician and surgeon |icensed under chapter 18.22
RCW

(d) A dentist licensed under chapter 18.32 RCW

(e) A chiropractor |icensed under chapter 18.25 RCW

(f) Aregistered nurse, advanced regi stered nurse practitioner, or
practical nurse |icensed under chapter 18.79 RCW or

(g) A radiologist licensed under chapter 18.71, 18.57, 18.32, or
18.25 RCW and certified by a national board of radiology or by a
nati onal osteopathic board of radiol ogy as determ ned by the secretary.

NEW_SECTI ON. Sec. 6. (1)(a) A person licensed, or issued a
limted permt, to practice radiologic technology, therapeutic
radi ol ogi ¢ technol ogy, or nucl ear nedi cine technology in this state may
renew the license or permit wth the secretary of health and pay a
renewal fee determ ned by the secretary as provided in RCW43. 70. 250.
Failure to regi ster and pay the annual renewal fee renders the |icense
or limted permt invalid, but the license or limted permt may be
reinstated upon witten application to the secretary, paynent of a
penalty fee determ ned by the secretary as provided in RCW43. 70. 250,
and paynent of delinquent biennial license or limted permt renewal
f ees.

(b) Any person who fails torenewthe license or limted permt for
a period of three years is not entitled to renewthe |icense under this
section and nust file an original application in accordance with this
chapter, along with the requisite fee, to obtain a license or limted
permt to practice radiologic technology, therapeutic radiologic
technol ogy, or nuclear nedicine technology in this state. The
secretary may permt the applicant to be licensed or issued a limted
permt wthout examnation if the secretary is satisfied that the
applicant neets all the requirenents for licensure inthis state and is
conpetent to engage in the practice of radiologic technol ogy,
t herapeutic radiol ogi c technol ogy, or nucl ear nedicine technol ogy.
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(2) The secretary may establish rules governing nmandatory
conti nui ng conpetency requirenments which nust be net by technol ogi sts
and technicians applying for renewal of licenses or limted permts to
show conpletion of education pertinent to the subject area of
radi ol ogi ¢ technol ogy for which the license or permt was issued.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. To obtain a license as a nucl ear nedicine
t echnol ogi st, an applicant nust:

(1) Be currently certified by a recogni zed national professional
program in nucl ear nedi ci ne approved by the secretary; or

(2) Be currently certified by a nucl ear nedi ci ne technol ogy program
approved by the secretary; or

(3) Have conpleted a course of study in an approved program of
nucl ear nedi ci ne technol ogy and, according to the standards adopted by
the secretary, pass an appropriate examnation, as devel oped and
approved by the secretary.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. To obtain a license as a radiologic
technol ogi st in the diagnostic field, an applicant nust:

(1) Be currently certified by a recogni zed national programin X-
ray technol ogy approved by the secretary; or

(2) Have conpleted a course of study in an approved program of
radi ol ogi ¢ technol ogy and, according to the standards adopted by the
secretary, pass an appropriate examnation, as determned by the
secretary.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. To obtain a license as a radiologic
technol ogist in the therapeutic field, an applicant nust:

(1) Be currently certified by a recognized national program in
radi ati on therapy approved by the secretary; or

(2) Have conpleted a course in radiation therapy in an approved
program of radiol ogic technol ogy and pass an appropri ate exam nati on,
as determ ned by the secretary; or

(3) Meet the qualifications for a license as a radiologic
technol ogi st in the diagnostic field, have conpl eted at | east two years
of full-time experience in radiation therapy under the direction of a
radi ation oncologist, and pass an appropriate examnation, as
determ ned by the secretary.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. (1) The secretary may conduct one or nore
exam nations each year at tinmes and pl aces determ ned by the secretary.

(2) An applicant who fails to pass an exam nation may take
addi ti onal exam nations as schedul ed by the secretary.

(3) If an applicant fails an examnation three tinmes, the
departnent shall order the applicant to cease perform ng radiologic
t echnol ogy exam nati ons on human bei ngs.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. An applicant holding a |icense to practice
radi ol ogic technology in another state may be licensed in this state
w thout exam nation if the secretary determ nes that the other state's
licensing standards are substantially equivalent to the standards in
this state.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 12. (1) The secretary shall issue to an
applicant alimted license to practiceinalimted area of radiol ogic
technology if the applicant neets the requirenents for a limted
license as provided in this section. The limted |license nust state
the category or categories for which the applicant has denonstrated
conpetence and nmust be limted to the categories listed in (a) through
(g) of this subsection or as established by the secretary by rule:

(a) Upper extremties;

(b) Pelvis or lower extremties, or both;

(c) Chest and ribs, not including fluoroscopy;

(d) Spine;

(e) Head, not including tonography;

(f) Abdonen, not including fluoroscopy or contrast studies; or

(g) Foot and ankle for podiatry use.

(2) An applicant for a limted |icense shall:

(a) Make an application in witing;

(b) Pay an application fee set by rule by the secretary;

(c) Be at |east eighteen years of age;

(d) Have successfully passed a course of instruction in radiation
use and safety consisting of at least forty hours of instruction
approved by rule by the secretary, with the instructor certifying on a
form provided by the secretary that the applicant has conpleted the
requirenents;

(e) Have successfully conpleted a course of instruction approved by
the secretary and taught by a licensed radiologic technologist in
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clinical practice specific to each category for which the applicant
seeks a |limted license, wth the instructor certifying on a form
provi ded by the secretary that the applicant has conpleted the course
in those categories applied for; and

(f) Have successfully conpleted a practical experience program
approved by rule by the secretary, specific to each category for which
the applicant seeks a limted |icense.

(3) Apersonissuedalimtedlicense shall notify the secretary in
witing of the nanme of each licensed practitioner supervising the
permttee’s performance of diagnostic X-ray technology and shal
perform diagnostic X-ray technology only while being directed by a

Iicensed practitioner. If the permttee is later supervised by a
licensed practitioner other than the person whose nanme was initially
furnished to the secretary, the permttee shall imediately notify the

secretary in witing on forns provided by the secretary.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 13. (1) The secretary may, w thout exam nati on,
issue a tenporary license to a graduate of, or a student enrolled in,
an approved school of radiologic technology upon application and
paynent of a registration fee, set by rule by the secretary, if the
person practices as a diagnostic radiologic technologist, nuclear
medi ci ne technol ogi st, or therapeutic radiologic technologist, under
the supervision of a licensed practitioner. A tenmporary license is
valid for a period of six nonths, and the secretary may renew the
tenporary license for an additional six-nonth period.

(2) The secretary may, wthout exam nation, issue a tenporary
license to a person upon application and paynent of a registration fee,
set by rule by the secretary, if the person practices diagnostic
radi ol ogi ¢ technol ogy under the direction of a licensed practitioner,
and if the person is enrolled in a course of instruction in radiation
use and safety approved by the secretary. Atenporary licenseis valid
for three nonths, and the secretary may not renew the permt except as
provi ded under subsection (1) of this section.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 14. (1) A person who is certified under this
chapter on the effective date of this section nmay continue to practice
as a current license holder for the purposes of this chapter. The
person nay receive a license upon application or at the tine of the
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expiration of the certificate or registration, using the renewal
procedures set forth under this chapter

(2) A person who is registered under this chapter on the effective
date of this section may continue as a limted |license holder for the
purpose of this chapter. A person who is classified as a limted
i cense holder under this chapter has a period of two years fromthe
effective date of this section to provide docunentation of education as

set forthin section 12 of this act. |f docunentation is not provided,
the secretary shall deny the renewal request and the applicant may not
practice radiologic technol ogy. The applicant may reapply for a

limted license as set forth in section 12 of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 15. The following acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW18.84.010 and 1991 c 222 s 1 & 1987 c 412 s 1

(2) RCW18.84.020 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 505, 1991 ¢ 222 s 2, 1991 c
3 s 204, & 1987 c 412 s 3;

(3) RCW18.84.030 and 1991 ¢ 222 s 3 & 1987 c 412 s 2;

(4) RCW 18.84.040 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 506, 1991 c 222 s 11, 1991
c 3 s 205, & 1987 c 412 s 5;

(5) RCW18.84.050 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 206 & 1987 c 412 s 6;

(6) RCW18.84.070 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 507, 1991 ¢ 3 s 208, & 1987
c 412 s 8§,

(7) RCW18.84.080 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 209 & 1987 c 412 s 9;

(8) RCW18.84.090 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 508, 1991 ¢ 3 s 210, & 1987
c 412 s 10;

(9) RCW18.84.100 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 71, 1991 ¢ 3 s 211, & 1987 c 412
s 11;

(10) RCW 18.84.110 and 1996 c¢ 191 s 72, 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 509, 1991
c 3 s 212, & 1987 c 412 s 12;

(11) RCW 18.84.120 and 1996 ¢ 191 s 73 & 1991 c 222 s 4;
(12) RCW 18.84.130 and 1991 c¢ 222 s 5;

(13) RCW 18.84.140 and 1991 c 222 s 6;

(14) RCW 18.84.150 and 1991 c¢ 222 s 7,

(15) RCW 18.84.160 and 1991 c¢ 222 s 8; and

(16) RCW 18.84.170 and 1991 c 222 s 10.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. This act takes effect October 1, 1999.
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1 NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 17. Sections 2, 3, and 5 through 14 of this act
2 are each added to chapter 18.84 RCW

~-- END ---
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