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St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Bush, Sheahan, Sheldon, Carrell, Cairnes, Talcott,
McDonal d, Bol dt, wul 1'i ken, McMorri s, Sm th, Lanbert, \Wensman,
Penni ngt on, Koster, Backl und, Cooke, Johnson, M el ke, Del vin, Robertson
and Thonpson

Read first tinme 01/23/97

TO THE HONORABLE JUSTI CES OF THE WASHI NGTON STATE SUPREME COURT:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, Al|l people of the State of Washi ngton, including judicial
candidates and judicial officers at all levels, have a fundanental
right to free speech under the First Amendnent to the United States
Constitution and Article I, Section 5 of the State Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, Al|l people of the State of Washi ngton, including judicial
candi dates and judicial officers, have the right to freedomof religion
and consci ence as protected by the First Anendnment to the United States
Constitution and Article I, Section 11 of the State Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, Al|l people of the State of Washi ngton, including judicial
candi dates and judicial officers at all levels, have a right to be free
from invidious viewioint discrimnation under the First Amendnent to
the United States Constitution and Article I, Section 11 of the State
Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, Al| people of the State of Washi ngton, including judicial

candi dates and judicial officers at all levels, have a right to be free
fromarbitrary and capricious governnmental action which would deprive
themof the right tolife, liberty, or property w thout due process of
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| aw, as guaranteed by the Fourteenth Anmendnent to the United States
Constitution and Article I, Section 3 of the State Constitution; and

VWHEREAS, Al|l people of the State of Washi ngton, including judicial
candi dates and judicial officers at all levels, have a noral right to
receive fair and equal treatnent under the law, regardless of their
beliefs or the positions that they advocate; and

WHEREAS, Free elections require that the electorate nust have
adequate information to vote intelligently; and

WHEREAS, The Legislature finds many of the voters of this state are
frustrated by the restrictions currently placed upon the speech of
judicial candidates and judicial officers; and

WHEREAS, The current provisions of the Code of Judicial Conduct
whi ch hinder judicial candidates and judicial officers from speaking
are detrinmental to our state’s systemof el ecting judges by vote of the
peopl e;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Canon
Seven of the Code of Judicial Conduct, and any other pertinent
provi sions of the Code of Judicial Conduct, be rewitten to nake clear
that all judicial candidates and judicial officers may speak freely,
and without fear of governnental retaliation, on issues that are not
t hen before the court.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to each Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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