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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4025

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmittee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Chandl er, Lisk and Ml liken)

Read first tine 02/ 05/98. Referred to Commttee on

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE DI RECTOR OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The fifty-one mle stretch of the Col unbia Ri ver known as
t he Hanf ord Reach provi des ei ghty percent of the fall Chinook sal non in
the river system critical habitat for wldlife, a high-quality
wat erfow sanctuary, and nunerous scenic, historic, and recreational
opportunities for the public; and

WHEREAS, In order to help preserve and protect the unique
environmental benefits of the region, Congress prohibited damm ng
dr edgi ng, channeling, and ot her such activities along the Hanford Reach
in 1996 by enacting Public Law 104-333; and

WHEREAS, The | and surroundi ng the Hanford Reach shoul d be properly
managed in order to protect plant, fish, wldlife, «cultural,
recreational, and scenic resources, while preserving access to these
| ands; and
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WHEREAS, Recognizing the unique and pristine values of the area,
| ocal citizens in cooperation with federal and state authorities have
devel oped a conprehensive protection plan which has enhanced sal non
habi tat al ong t he Hanford Reach t hrough the Vernita Bar Agreenent which
preserves the free flow ng, riparian character of the Hanford Reach and
serves as a blueprint for further successful managenent along the
Col unmbi a River; and

WHEREAS, Al t hough nunerous | ocal, state, and federal environnental
protection and managenent |aws and regul ations exist for the Hanford
Reach, managenent efforts can be better integrated and can | ead to nore
efficient use of public resources and inproved habitat and recreation
managenent ; and

VWHEREAS, Several of the areas adjacent to the Hanford Reach,
i ncluding |ands known as the Wahluke Slope, currently owned by the
United States, have been extensively studied and reviewed through
envi ronment al i npact statenments and have been found to be
environnmental |y sound and certified suitable for conveyance; and

VWHEREAS, Since federal financial resources are constrained, joint
partnershi ps anong federal, state, and | ocal entities can provide | ong-
term habitat and wldlife managenent, mai ntain recreational
opportunities, and develop a responsible and environnentally sound
| ocal | and use plan for the region; and

WHEREAS, The peopl e and governnments of Benton, Franklin, Gant, and
Adans Counties desire to enter into such a partnership with the State
of Washington and the United States to ensure the continued protection
of plant, fish, wildlife, cultural, recreational, and scenic resources
on the | ands surrounding the Hanford Reach; and

WHEREAS, Such cooperative partnership will provide a forum for
public input from the entire region and will ensure the long-term
protection of the river as wild, scenic, and accessi bl e;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that Congress
create a Hanford Reach Protecti on and Managenent Conm ssion that grants
| ocal residents an authoritative voice rather than an advisory role in
the protection and managenent of lands in the Hanford Reach area, as
reflected in HR 1811.

BE |IT RESOLVED, That |ands owned by the United States in the
Hanf ord Reach area be conveyed to the State of WAshi ngton and t o Adans,
Grant, and Franklin Counties for nmanagenent as prescribed and
authorized in HR 1811; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Hanford Reach Protection and
Managenent Conm ssi on devel op and i npl enent a plan to manage the | ands
so conveyed to protect and enhance plant resources, fish and wildlife
resources, cultural resources, recreational access, and other uses or
resources; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this Menorial be inmediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the Director of the Departnent of Energy, the President
of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, and each nenber of Congress from the State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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