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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5261

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Committee on Health & Long-TermCare (originally sponsored by
Senators Hargrove, Wnsley and Long)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to utilizing drivers’ licenses and identicards to
prevent welfare fraud; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The intent of this act is to prevent
dupl i cate assistance welfare fraud. Each year a significant anmount of
nmoney is stolen fromthe departnent of social and health services by
wel fare recipients who establish thenselves with nultiple identities.
This act wll significantly reduce duplicate assistance welfare fraud
by requiring welfare recipients to prove their identity by presenting
an aut hentic Washington state driver’s |icense or identicard. This act
anticipates that the departnment of licensing will soon be introducing
a new driver’s license and identicard that cannot be fraudulently
obt ai ned or counterfeited.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. EVALUATI ON STUDY. The office of the
attorney general shall contract wth a consultant, to evaluate the
usage of a finger-inmagi ng systemin Washi ngton state for the purpose of
reducing and preventing public assistance fraud. El enents of the
eval uation shall include:
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(1) Areview of other states’ experience in inplenmenting finger-
i magi ng systens for fraud reduction and prevention, including a sunmary
of the costs and savi ngs;

(2) An estimate, based upon Washington’s wel fare denographics and
hi storical experience in public assistance fraud, of a finger-inmaging
systenis costs and savings in Washington state, if inplenented by the
departnment of social and health services for the reduction and
prevention of public assistance fraud,

(3) A description of how a departnent of I|icensing system
utilizing drivers’ licenses and identicards wth finger-inmaging
technology to authenticate the identity of public assistance
reci pients, would operate in conjunction with the departnent of soci al
and health services’ fraud prevention efforts. The consultant shal
evaluate this elenent only if |legislation establishing a voluntary or
mandatory one-to-many finger-imging system by the departnment of
licensing is enacted by the 1997 | egi sl ature.

~-- END ---
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