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SENATE BI LL 6726

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Brown, Patterson and Koh

Read first tinme 01/29/98. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to child care; addi ng new sections to chapter 74.12
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that adequate child
care rei nbursenent rates are critical tothe effort to maintain achild
care strategy that achieves the dual goals of noving famlies from
wel fare to work, and pronoting the social, intellectual, and physi cal
wel | - bei ng of children.

Adequat e rei nbursenent rates allow providers to offer high quality
and safe services essential to a child s devel opnent and to stinul ate
a greater supply of providers, which wll increase choice, quality,
safety, and access.

The legislature also finds that access to child care during
nonst andard work hours and weekends is critical to hel ping | owincone
famlies achi eve econom c i ndependence. Hi gher reinbursenent rates to
providers of this care will increase the availability of this care,
expand the opportunity for lowincone famlies to find and maintain
j obs, and pronote the social and intell ectual devel opnent of children.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall adm nister a single, integrated child care
programto serve famlies wth inconmes up to one hundred seventy-five
percent of the federal poverty |evel. To establish child care
rei nbursenent rates, the departnent shall conduct a biennial survey of
licensed child care centers and famly child care providers to
determne the rates paid for child care at licensed facilities. The
child care programestablished in this section shall provide paynents
for child care at a level at least equal to the seventy-fifth
percentile of the rates determned as a result of the biennial surveys
required in this section.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall provide paynents that are at | east ten percent
hi gher than the seventy-fifth percentile of rates paid to |licensed
child care centers and famly child care providers when they provide
t hese services on Saturdays, Sundays, holidays, and between the hours
of six o'clock p.m and six o' clock a.m, Mnday through Friday.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall provide the paynents required by sections 2
and 3 of this act by July 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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