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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2046

Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Cooke, Kessler and Bol dt)

Read first tine 03/10/97.

AN ACT Relating to foster care; amending RCW 74.13.031 and
74.13.280; adding new sections to chapter 74.13 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 43.20A RCW providing an effective date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.13.031 and 1995 ¢ 191 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall have the duty to provide child welfare
servi ces ((as—defined—inROW74-13-020-)) and shall

(1) Devel op, adm nister, supervise, and nonitor a coordinated and
conpr ehensi ve pl an that establishes, aids, and strengthens services for
the protection and care of honel ess, runaway, dependent, or negl ected
chi |l dren.

(2) ((Pevelop—a—+reeruttingplantor—reeruiting)) Wthin available

resources, recruit an adequate nunber of prospective adoptive and

foster hones, both regular and specialized, i.e. hones for children of
ethnic mnority, including Indian honmes for Indian children, sibling
groups, handi capped and enotionally disturbed, teens, pregnant and

parenting teens, and annual |y ((submt—theplanfor+reviewtothehouse

p. 1 E2SHB 2046. SL
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and—senate—commttees—on—soctal—and—health—serviees)) report to the
governor and the legislature concerning the departnent’s success in:
(a) Meeting the need for adoptive and foster hone placenents; (b)
reducing the foster parent turnover rate; (c) conpleting honme studies
for legally free children; and (d) inplenenting and operating the

passport program required by section 5 of this act. The ((ptan))
report shall include a section entitled "Foster Honme Turn-Over, Causes

and Recomrendati ons. "

(3) Investigate conplaints of neglect, abuse, or abandonnent of
children, and on the basis of the findings of such investigation, offer
child welfare services in relation to the problem to such parents,
| egal custodi ans, or persons serving in |loco parentis, and/or bring the
situation to the attention of an appropriate court, or another
comuni ty agency: PROVIDED, That an investigation is not required of
nonacci dental injuries which are clearly not the result of a |lack of
care or supervision by the child s parents, |egal custodians, or
persons serving in |loco parentis. |If the investigation reveals that a
crime may have been commtted, the department shall notify the
appropriate | aw enforcenent agency.

(4) Ofer, on a voluntary basis, famly reconciliation services to
famlies who are in conflict.

(5) Monitor out-of-hone placenents, on a tinely and routine basis,
to assure the safety, well-being, and quality of care being provided is
within the scope of the intent of the legislature as defined in RCW
74.13. 010 and 74.15. 010, and annual ly submt a report ((deHneatingthe
resuhts)) neasuring the extent to which the departnent achieved the
specified goals to the ((house—and—senate—commttees—on—soctal—and
health—serviees)) governor and the |egislature.

(6) Have authority to accept custody of children from parents and
to accept custody of children fromjuvenile courts, where authorized to
do so under law, to provide child welfare services including placenent
for adoption, and to provide for the physical care of such children and
make paynment of mai ntenance costs if needed. Except where required by
Public Law 95-608 (25 U. S.C. Sec. 1915), no private adoption agency
which receives children for adoption from the departnment shal
discrimnate on the basis of race, creed, or color when considering
applications in their placenent for adoption.

E2SHB 2046. SL p. 2
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(7) Have authority to provide tenporary shelter to children who
have run away from honme and who are admtted to crisis residential
centers.

(8) Have authority to purchase care for children; and shall follow
in general the policy of wusing properly approved private agency
services for the actual care and supervision of such children insofar
as they are avail abl e, paying for care of such children as are accepted
by the departnent as eligible for support at reasonable rates
establ i shed by the departnent.

(9) Establish a children’s services advisory comrttee which shal
assist the secretary in the developnent of a partnership plan for
utilizing resources of the public and private sectors, and advise on
all matters pertaining to child welfare, licensing of child care
agenci es, adoption, and services related thereto. At |east one nenber
shal | represent the adoption comunity.

(10) Have authority to provide continued foster care or group care
for individuals from eighteen through twenty years of age to enable
themto conplete their high school or vocational school program

(11) Have authority within funds appropriated for foster care
services to purchase care for Indian children who are in the custody of
a federally recognized Indian tribe or tribally |icensed child-placing
agency pursuant to parental consent, tribal court order, or state
juvenile court order; and the purchase of such care shall be subject to
the sanme eligibility standards and rates of support applicable to other
children for whomthe departnent purchases care.

Not wi t hstanding any other provision of RCW 13.32A. 170 through
13. 32A. 200 and 74.13.032 through 74.13.036, or of this section all
services to be provided by the departnent of social and health services
under subsections (4), (6), and (7) of this section, subject to the
limtations of these subsections, may be provided by any program
of fering such services funded pursuant to Titles Il and Ill of the
federal juvenile justice and delinquency prevention act of 1974.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:
Wthin avail abl e resources, the departnent shall provide a foster

parent |iaison position in each departnent region. The depart nent
shall contract with a private nonprofit organization to provide the
foster parent |liaison function. The foster parent |iaison shall

p. 3 E2SHB 2046. SL
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enhance the working rel ati onship between departnment case workers and
foster parents. The foster parent |iaison shall provide expedited
assi stance for the uni que needs and requi renents posed by speci al needs
foster children in out-of-honme care. Any contract entered into under
this section for a foster parent liaison shall include a requirenent
that the contractor substantially reduce the turnover rate of foster
parents in the region by an agreed upon percentage. The departnent
shal | eval uate whether an organi zation that has a contract under this
section has reduced the turnover rate by the agreed upon anobunt or nore
when determ ning whether to extend or renew a contract under this
section.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Wthin available resources, the departnent shall increase the
nunber of adoptive and foster famlies available to accept children
t hrough an intensive recruitnent and retention program The depart nent
shall contract wth a private agency to coordinate foster care and
adoptive honme recruitnent activities for the departnent and private
agenci es.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. A newsection is added to chapter 43. 20A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The secretary or the secretary’s designee may purchase services
fromnonprofit agencies for the purpose of conducting hone studies for
legally free children who have been awaiting adoption finalization for
nore than ninety days. The honme studi es selected to be done under this
section shall be for the children who have been legally free and
awai ting adoption finalization the |ongest period of tine.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Wthin available resources, the departnment shall prepare a
passport containing all known and avail abl e i nformati on concerning the
ment al , physical, health, and educational status of the child for any
child who has been in a foster honme for ninety consecutive days or
nor e. The passport shall be provided to a foster parent at any
pl acement of a child covered by this section. The departnment shal

E2SHB 2046. SL p. 4
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update the passport during the regularly scheduled court reviews
requi red under chapter 13.34 RCW

New pl acenents after the effective date of this act shall have
first priority in the preparation of passports. Wthin avail able
resources, the departnment may prepare passports for any child in a
foster home on the effective date of this act, provided that no tine
spent in a foster hone before the effective date of this act shall be
included in the conputation of the ninety days.

(2) In addition to the requirenments of subsection (1) of this
section, the departnent shall, within available resources, notify a
foster parent before placenent of a child of any known health
conditions that pose a serious threat to the child and any known
behavi oral history that presents a serious risk of harmto the child or
ot hers.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent nay provide child care for all foster parents who
are required to attend departnent-sponsored neetings or training
sessi ons. | f the departnment does not provide such child care, the
departnment, where feasible, shall conduct the activities covered by
this section in the foster parent’s honme or other |ocation acceptable
to the foster parent.

Sec. 7. RCW74.13.280 and 1995 ¢ 311 s 21 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in RCW70. 24. 105, whenever a child is placed
in out-of-home care by the departnent or a child-placing agency, the
departnent or agency ((#ay)) shall, within available resources, share
information about the child and the child s famly with the care
provider and ((#ay)) shall, within available resources, consult with
the care provider regarding the child s case plan. If the child is
dependent pursuant to a proceeding under chapter 13.34 RCW the
departnent or agency shall keep the care provider inforned regarding
the dates and |ocation of dependency review and permanency planni ng
heari ngs pertaining to the child.

(2) Any person who receives information about a child or a child s
famly pursuant to this section shall keep the information confidenti al

p. 5 E2SHB 2046. SL
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and shall not further disclose or dissem nate the i nformati on except as
aut hori zed by | aw.

(3) Nothing in this section shall be construed to limt the
authority of the departnent or child-placing agencies to disclose
client information or to maintain client confidentiality as provided by
| aw.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1997.

Passed the House April 22, 1997.

Passed the Senate April 17, 1997.

Approved by the Governor May 6, 1997.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 6, 1997.
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