5759
Sponsor(s): Senators Long, Hargrove, Zarelli, Franklin, Wnsley,
ke and Roach

Brief Title: Changing sex offender risk |level classification and
public notification procedures.

SB 5759 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Provides that, for offenders classified as risk level I, the
agency shall share information wth other appropriate |aw
enforcenent agencies and may di scl ose upon request, relevant and
necessary information to any victimor wtness to the offense and
to any individual community nenber who lives near the residence
where the offender resides, expects to reside, or is regularly
f ound.

Provides that, for offenders classified as risk level 1l, the
agency may also disclose relevant and necessary information to
public and private schools, child day care centers, famly day care
provi ders, businesses and organizations that serve primarily
chil dren, wonen, or vul nerabl e adults, and nei ghbors and conmunity
groups near the residence where the offender resides, expects to
reside, or is reqgularly found.

Provides that, for offenders classified as risk level 111, the
agency may al so di scl ose rel evant and necessary information to the
general public.

Requires the secretary to i ssue to appropri ate | aw enf or cenent
agencies narrative notices regarding the pending release of sex
of fenders fromthe departnment’s facilities. The narrative notices
shall, at a mninmm describe the identity and crimnal history
behavi or of the offender and shall include the departnent’s risk
| evel classification for the offender and the reasons underlying
the classification.

Requires the secretary to establish and adm ni ster an end- of -
sentence review committee for the purposes of assigning risk
| evel s, review ng avail abl e rel ease plans, and maki ng appropriate
referrals for sex offenders. The commttee shall assess, on a
case-by-case basis, the public risk posed by sex of fenders who are:
(a) Preparing for their release fromconfinenent; and

(b) accepted from another state under a reciprocal agreenent
under the interstate conpact authorized in chapter 72.74 RCW

Provi des that, by Decenber 1, 1997, the Washi ngton associ ation
of sheriffs and police chiefs shall devel op a nodel policy for |aw
enf orcenent agencies to foll owwhen they di scl ose i nformation about
sex offenders to the public under RCW 4. 24. 550.

Requires the departnent of social and health services, the
departnent of corrections, and the indeterm nate sentence review
board to each prepare and deliver to the |egislature, by Decenber
1, 1998, a report indicating the nunber of sex offenders rel eased
after the effective date of this act and classified in each |evel
of risk category.



