6204- S
Sponsor (s): Senate Committee on Agriculture & Environnent
(originally sponsored by Senator Morton)

Brief Title: Increasing the efficiency of registering and
identifying |ivestock.

SB 6204-S. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provi des that the board may adopt rul es establishing criteria
and fees for the permanent renewal of brands registered with the
departnment or wth the board but renewed as |ivestock heritage
br ands. Such heritage brands are not intended for use on
I i vestock.

Decl ares that if the Washington state |livestock identification
board with authority and responsibility for admnistering the
livestock identification programis not established by July 31,
1998, the departnent of agriculture is granted the authorities
provi ded.

Provides that the board may enter into agreenents wth
Washi ngton state |icensed and accredited veterinarians, who have
been certified by the board, to performlivestock inspection.

Declares that if the Washington state |livestock identification
board with authority and responsibility for admnistering the
livestock identification programis not established by July 31,
1998, the departnment of agriculture is granted all of the
authorities provided.

VETO MESSAGE ON SB 6204-S
April 1, 1998
To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton
Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning herewith, without ny approval as to sections 1,
2, 3, 4, and 7 through 101, Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No.
6204 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to livestock identification;"

ESSB 6204 woul d transfer programadm nistration for |ivestock
i nspection to a seven-nenber board, all of whose voting nenbers
woul d be industry representatives. The board would adm nister a
regul atory program with rul e-nmaking, fee-setting and enforcenent
powers. It would use its budget w thout |egislative appropriation
and be given a vast array of responsibilities, including entering
into agreenents with other states on behal f of Washi ngton.

Thi s approach i s fraught with problens, conflicts of interest,
and | acks any accountability to the public. But nost seriously,
the underlying problem « the inadequate fee system under the
current law« is not renedied by this bill. Under this bill, the
program fund bal ance woul d still be $187,000 in the red at the end
of the current bienniumand $193,000 in the red at the end of next
bi enni um It is unacceptable for the Legislature to continue



avoiding the difficult issue of inadequate funds, and instead
sinply create a newentity to oversee |ivestock inspections.

| do support section 5 of this bill, whichwll allowfamlies
to register "heritage brands"” that have been in their famlies for
many years, and section 6, which will enable veterinarians to be
certified to conduct |ivestock identification.

For these reasons, | have vetoed sections 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7
t hrough 101 of Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill No. 6204.

Wth the exception of 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7 through 101, Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill No. 6204 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Gary Locke
Gover nor



