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BACKGROUND:

Theopenpublicrecordslawwasapprovedbystatevotersin 1972aspart ofInitiativeMeasureNo.276.
All publicrecordsofstate agenciesandlocalgovernmentsareopentopublicinspectionandcopying,unlessa
lawexpresslyexcludesthepublicrecordsfrompublicinspectionandcopying.Thisdisclosurerequirementis
liberallyconstruedandanyexceptionis narrowlyconstructed.

Amongotherexpressexclusions,thefollowingpublicrecordsareexemptfrominspectionandcopyingbythe
public:(1)Personalinformationin filesthedisclosureofwhich wouldviolatetherighttoprivacy;(2)certain
financialandcommercialinformationsuppliedbyindividualsapplyingfor variousprograms;(3)residential
addressesandresidentialtelephonenumbersofpublicutilitycustomersand(4) names,residentialaddresses,
residentialphonenumbersandotherindividuallyidentifiableinformationfor vanpool,carpool,andotherride-
shareprograms.Theseexpressexclusionsexistbyvirtueofstate lawwithout theacquiescenceofthe
publicentityholdingthepublicrecords.

SUMMARY:

A newdiscretionaryexclusionis createdfromtherequirementthatpublicrecordsbeavailablefor public
inspectionandcopying.

A publicagencymaychoosetonot disclose,orallow thecopyingof, namesandotherpersonallyidentifiable
informationthatit maintainsonthe followinggroupsofpersonswhoparticipatein publictransitprograms:

o Currentandpastparticipantsin,orapplicantsfor,vanpool,carpool,orother ride-sharing
programsprocessedoradministeredbythe publicagency,exceptthattheagencymay
disclosethisinformationtopersonswhoparticipatein orapplytoparticipatein these
programs.



o Personswhoacquireandusetransitpassesandotherfarepaymentmedia,exceptthatthe
agencymaydisclosethisinformationtopersonswhopaythe costofacquiringthesepasses
orother farepaymentmedia.

o Currentandpastparticipantsin orapplicantsfor paratransitorother transitservices
providedtopersonswithdisabilitiesorelderlypersons.

o Personswhoapplyfor orparticipatein otherpublictransitprogramsadministeredbythe
publicagency.

Thisnewdiscretionaryexemptiondoesnotapplytopublishedstatisticalinformationandreports,if the
informationdoesnotidentifyorcouldnotbeusedtoidentifyspecificindividuals.

Thisnewdiscretionaryexemptiondoesnotcreatea rightofprivacyandnopersonhasa causeofactionon
accountofthe releaseofthis information.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


