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BACKGROUND:

TheOpenPublicRecordsAct is partofthe publicdisclosurelaw,makesallpublicdocumentssubjectto
releasebyrequest.Numerousexemptionstothe publicdisclosurerequirementarecodifiedin statute.Some
exemptionsrelatetorecordscontainingpersonalinformationandproprietarybusinessinformation.Stateand
localgovernmentsarerequiredtomakerecordsnotspecificallyincludedwithina statutoryexemption
availablefor publicinspectionandcopying.

Currentstatuteexemptsvaluableformulae,designs,drawings,andresearchdataobtainedbyanagencyfor
fiveyearswhentherequestfor disclosurewouldproduceprivategainandpublicloss. Computersoftwareis
notspecificallyexemptedin thecurrentstatute.

SUMMARY:

A newexemptionis addedtothe publicdisclosurerequirements.

Anagency’scomputersoftwareis specificallyexemptedfrompublicinspectionandcopyingwithinfiveyears
ofthe requestfor disclosurewhendisclosurewouldproduceprivategainandpublicloss. Theexemption
appliestocomputersourcecodeorobjectcode,whicharethemaincomponentsofa computersoftware
program.

Recordsaccessiblethroughthecomputersoftwareprogramarenotincludedwithintheexemptionandare
subjecttopublicdisclosureunlessotherwiseexempt.
FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.
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EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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