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BACKGROUND:

Differingproceduresareestablishedfor stateagenciesandvariouslocalgovernmentstoaward contractsfor
publicworksprojects.

Frequently,threedifferentsetsofproceduralrequirementshavebeenestablishedfor stateagenciesandlocal
governmentstoaward publicworkscontracts,dependingontheestimatedcostofthe projectandwith
varyingrequirements,asfollows:

o Anagencyorlocal governmentmayawardcontractsfor publicworksprojectsofa
relativelysmallestimatedcostin anymannerit chooses.

o Anagencyorlocal governmentmayawardcontractsusinga smallworksrosterbidding
processtoaward contractsonprojectsofuptoa medium estimatedcost. Underthis
processa limitednumberofcontractorsarecontactedandaskedtosubmitbids. The
contractis awardedtothe lowestresponsiblebidder.

o Anagencyorlocal governmentmayawardcontractsusinga formalcompetitivebidding
processnormallytoaward contractsofa higherestimatedvalue,wherea noticeis
publishedrequestingsealedbidsandthe sealedbidsareopenedata designatedtimeand
place.Thecontractis awardedtothe lowestresponsiblebidder.

Inaddition,severaldifferentstateagenciesandlocalgovernmentshavebeenauthorizedtouse alternative
publicworkscontractingprocedurestoaward contractsoncertainpublicworkscontractsofa very large
dollarvalue.Onealternativeprocedureis the design-build–procedure.Anotheralternativeprocedureis the

generalcontractor/constructionmanager–procedure.Authoritytouse thesealternativeprocedures
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terminatesonJuly1,2001.Trade secretsandotherproprietaryinformationsuppliedtoa publicentityusing
eitherofthesealternativepublicworkscontractingproceduresis notsubjecttopublicinspectionand
copying,if theentitysubmittingthesematerialsstatesreasonsfor thisexemption.

The design-build–procedureis usedtoaward a contracttoa party for boththedesignandconstructionof
a publicfacilityorportionofa public facilityandinvolvesthefollowingsteps:

o Publishinga noticeannouncingthattheprocedurewill beused,withopportunityfor public
comments.

o Publishinga noticecallingfor proposalsondesign-buildservicesthatincludesa description
ofthe project,variousrequirementsanddetails,anda descriptionofthe processand
relativeweightoffactors thatwill beusedtoevaluateproposals.

o Creationofa committeetoevaluatebidproposalsusingthisprocesswiththepublicentity
selectbetweenthreeandfive finaliststosubmitbestandfinalproposals.

o Awardinga contractusingeither:(1)Negotiatingwiththefirmsubmittingthehighestscored
bestandfinalproposaltoexecutea contractor, if anagreementis notreached,thenthe
firmwithnexthighestscoredbestandfinalproposal;or(2) if all finalistsarecapableof
producingplansandspecificationsmeetingprojectrequirements,selectingtheresponsible
bestandfinalproposalwiththelowestprice.

TheDepartmentofGeneralAdministration,UniversityofWashington,WashingtonStateUniversity,every
countywitha populationofgreaterthan450,000(King,Pierce,andSnohomishCounties),everycitywitha
populationin excessof150,000(Seattle,Tacoma,andSpokane),andanyport districtwitha populationin
excessof500,000(PortofSeattle,andPortofTacoma)mayusethe design-build–processonanyproject
withanestimatedcostof$10million ormore. Inaddition,thoseentitiesmayalsousethe design-build–
processonnewstudenthousingprojectsofover $5millionin estimatedcostandthe constructionof
preengineeredmetalbuildingsorprefabricatedmodularbuildingsofanycost.

SUMMARY:

Financialinformationthatis suppliedbyanentity orpersonattemptingtobecomea qualifiedbidderunder
thealternativepublicworksproceduresis notsubjecttopublicdisclosurerequirements,if theentity
submittingthisinformationstatesreasonsfor thisexemption.

The design-build–alternativepublicworksproceduremaybeusedbyeligiblegovernmententitiestoaward
contractsfor thedesign,fabrication,andinstallationofbuildingengineeringsystemsofanycost.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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