
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1080
Providing infectious disease testing forgood samaritans.

Health CareCommittee January25, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Carlson and Ogden.

BACKGROUND: Current law [RCW 4.24.300]grants a person(commonly referred to as a
"goodsamaritan") who provides emergencyassistance ortransportation without compensation
certain immunityfromliability.

Proponents ofthis measurebelieve thatsuch emergencyassistance frequently involves mouth
tomouth resuscitation orother emergencymedical procedures that couldresult intheexchange
of bodily fluids exposingthe good samaritan to serious infectious diseases, e.g.,hepatitis,
tuberculosis, and human immunodeficiency virus(HIV). Further, thata number of good
samaritans may be unabletopay forthetesting necessary fordetecting infectious diseases.

SUMMARY: A good samaritan who comes in contactwith bodily fluids whilerendering
emergencyassistance ispermitted tohave infectious disease testing provided by a local public
health department freeofcharge, if herorhishealth insurance does notcoversuch test.The
DepartmentofHealth must adoptrules toimplementtheseprovisions.

PREPARED BY: William J. Hagens, Senior Research Analyst
House Health Care Committee, P.O. Box40600

Olympia, WA. 98504-0600, (360) 786-7131; hagens_bi@leg.wa.gov


