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Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1109

Clarifyingstandardsfor tabulating
absenteeandmail ballots
BriefTitle Hearing Date:1/29/99

Reps.H.SommersandD.Schmidt Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

Votersmayvoteusingdifferentprocedures,includingcastingregularballotsatpollingplaces,casting
absenteeballots,andcastingmailballots.

A votermayobtainanabsenteeballotfor a singleelectionorprimaryormaybecomeanon-goingabsentee
voterandautomaticallyreceiveanabsenteeballotfor allelectionsandprimaries.

Threedifferentvotebymailprovisionsexistasfollows:

o Thecountyauditormaydesignatea precinctwith200orfewer activeregisteredvotersas
a vote-by-mailprecinct .All subsequentprimariesandelections,specialandgeneral
elections,whetherheldin anodd-numberedoreven-numberedyear,areconductedusingmail
ballots.

o Anylocalgovernmentmayrequestthata mailballotelectionbeheldata specialelectionit
calls,orrequestsbecalled,andthe countyauditormayauthorize,if thespecialelectionis
notheldin conjunctionwitha stateprimaryorgeneralelectionandif a partisanelective
officeis notconsideredatthe primaryorelection.

o Thecountyauditor,athis orher discretion,mayconducta primaryin anyodd-numbered
yearusingmailballots,exceptwherea partisanoffice,statewideoffice,orstate ballot
propositionappearsontheballot.

Mailballotsaregenerallyhandledandprocessedin thesamemannerasabsenteeballots.
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Absenteeballotsandmailballotsmustbemailedtovotersatleast 20dayspriortothe electionorprimary
for whichtheyareissued.Electionresultsarecertified10daysaftera specialelectionorprimaryand15
daysaftera generalelection.

Absenteeballotsandmailballotsaretabulatedif theyarepostmarkedonorbeforethedayofthe election
orprimaryandreceivedbythe countyauditoronorbeforethedayelectionresultsarecertified.Thedate
thevotercertifiesheorshe castherballotis used,in lieuofusingthepostmarkdate,for overseasor
serviceballots.

Federallawrequiresthatballotssenttooverseasvotersorservicevotershavea transittimeofatleast 45
days,whichmeansthattheballotsmustbemailedtothesevoters45ormore dayspriortothe lastdaythe
ballotsmaybereturnedtothe electionofficialstobecounted.

SUMMARY:

Variouschangesaremadetothe useofabsenteeballotsandmailballots.

Absenteeballotsandmailballotsmustbemailedordeliveredtovotersotherthanoverseasvotersorservice
votersatleast 12,butnomorethan14,dayspriortothe primaryorelectionfor whichtheyareissued,
ratherthanatleast 20dayspriortothe dateofthe electionorprimaryfor whichtheyareissued.

Requirementsareestablishedfor tabulatingabsenteeballotsandmailballots.Absenteeballotsandmail
ballotsexpeditiously.Effortsmustbemadetotabulateallabsenteeballotsandmailballotsonthedayof
theprimaryorelectionthatarein thepossessionofthe auditor.Regulareffortsmustbemadetotabulate
theremainingballotsin a timelymanneratleast everysecondworkingdayafter theprimaryorelection.

Changesaremadetothe requirementswhenanabsenteeballotormail ballotmustbereceivedbythe
countyauditorfor theballottobecounted. Anabsenteeballotormail ballot,for votersotherthanoverseas
votersorservicevoters,mayonlybecountedif it is receivedbythe countyauditoronorbeforetheclose
ofpollingplacesonthedayofthe primaryorelectionfor whichit is issued,whethertheballotis mailedto
theauditorordepositedata pollingplaceordepositeddirectlywiththecountyauditor.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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