
HOUSEOFREPRESENTATIVES
Olympia,Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1132

Relatingtothe capitolfurnishings
preservationcommittee.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:1/29/99

Reps.Romero,Skinner Staff: ScottMacColl
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7106

BACKGROUND:

Thereis currentlynocommitteeorgroupthathaschargeofhistoricalfurnitureonthecapitolcampus.
Historicfurnishingsin thecapitolcampusbuildingshavebeenlost,moved,orsold toformerelectedofficials.
All furniture,fixtures,andartworkarecurrentlysubjecttoauthorityofthe DepartmentofGeneral
Administration,andsubjecttogeneraladministrationsurplusprocedures.

Currentpracticeundertheseproceduresallowsfor thesaleofsurpluspropertytostate electedofficials
unlessanitemvaluedatless thandirectbuylimit anddeclaredsurplusofa personalnature,whichin some
waydepictsorrepresentstheofficein whichtheyhaveserved,maybesoldtoanelectedofficialafter
leavingofficeatprivatesaleasusedequipment.

SUMMARY:

EstablishestheCapitolFurnishingsPreservationCommitteetorecoverandpreserveexistingoriginaland
historicfurnishingsofthe statecapitolgroup,andpreventfuturelossofhistoricfurnishings.Thecommittee
is alsotoreviewandadvisefutureremodelingandrestorationprojectspertainingtohistoricfurniture.

GrantstheCapitalFurnishingsPreservationcommitteetheauthoritytodecidewhetherfurnitureover50
yearsoldis a historicfurnishingorsurplusitems.Authorityextendstotempleofjustice,andstatewide
electedofficialofficesin thelegislativebuilding.

Committeemembershipis definedas:onememberfromeachpartytobeappointedbytheirrespective
caucus,andthe ChiefClerkofthe HouseofRepresentatives;onememberfromeachpartytobeappointed
bytheirrespectivecaucus,andthe Secretaryofthe Senate;theGovernororthe Governor’sdesignee;the
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LieutenantGovernororthe LieutenantGovernor’sdesignee;a representativefromtheOfficeofthe Secretary
ofState, StateAuditor,StateTreasurer,andInsuranceCommissioner;a representativefromtheState
SupremeCourt;a representativefromtheWashingtonStateHistoricalSociety,theDepartmentofGeneral
Administration,andthe ThurstonCountyPlanningCouncil,eachappointedbythe Governor;andthreeprivate
citizens,appointedbythe Governor.

Statecapitolgroupis definedasthe buildingsonthecapitolcampus.Historicfurnishingsaredefinedto
includefurniture,fixturesandartworkover50yearsold.

Legislationincludesanintentsectionwhichstatesthathistoricfurnishingsthatillustratethehistoryofthe
stateshouldbemaintainedandpreservedfor thepeopleofthe state. It is alsostatedthatthepurposeof
theact is toincreasetheawarenessofthe pubicandstateemployeesaboutthesignificanceofthe
furnishingswithinthestatecapitolcampusbuildingsasenvisionedbythe originalarchitects.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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