
HOUSEOFREPRESENTATIVES
Olympia,Washington

Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1133

Maintainingvoterregistrationlists
BriefTitle Hearing Date:1/29/99

Reps.BushandOgden Staff: SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

1. Maintainingvoterregistrationlists.

Severaldifferentproceduresexisttomaintainvoterregistrationlists.

Eachcountyauditormustusea generalmaintenanceprogramtoremovenamesfromthelist using
change-of-addressinformation,mailingdirect,returnif undeliverable,noticestoeach registeredvoter,and
othermethods.

Namesareremovedfromtheinactivevoterlist if, withintwoyearsafterbeingnotifiedofbeingplacedon
theinactivevoterlist, thevoterfailstovote, failstonotify theauditorofa changeofaddress,failsto
confirmthatheorshe still livesatthe registeredaddress,orfails tosign a petitionthatincludessignatures
verifiedbythe auditor.

Deceasedregisteredvotersareremovedfromvoterregistrationlistsusinginformationobtainedfrom
newspaperobituaries,signedstatementsbyregisteredvotersthatotherregisteredvotersaredeceased,and
comparingnamesonvoterregistrationlistswiththenamesofpersonswhohavediedthataresuppliedby
registrarsofvital statisticsfromtheissuanceofdeathcertificates.

2. Deathcertificates.

Deathcertificatesarefiledwith localregistrarsofvital statisticsandforwardedtothe stateregistrarof
vitalstatisticswithin30days.

Countyauditorsaresuppliedmonthlywitha list ofall personsoverage18whohavedied.First-classcity
registrarssupplythelist directlytocountyauditors,whilethestateregistrarsuppliestheliststocounty
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auditorsfromdeathcertificatesforwardedtothe stateregistrarbycountyregistrars.

SUMMARY:

1. Useofinformationfromdeathcertificates.

Theprocedureis alteredfor usingdeathcertificateinformationtoremovenamesfromvoterregistrationlists.

First-classcity registrarsnolongersupplysuchlistsdirectlytocountyauditors.Thestateregistrarsupplies
a separatelist everymonthtoeachcountyauditorofpersonsresidingin thecountyfor whoma death
certificatewastransferredtothe statefromfirst-classcity registrarsorcountyregistrarswithinthelast
month.A countyauditoris requiredtocomparethelist ofdeceasedpersonswithvoterregistrationlists
withinatleast 45dayspriortothe nextprimaryorelectionheldin thecountyafterthelist is received.

2. Generalmaintenanceprogram.

Thegeneralprogramtomaintainvoterregistrationlistsmustbethorough.It is clarifiedthatthisgeneral
maintenanceprogrammustbeperformedatleast onceeverytwoyears.

3. Newannualmaintenanceprogram.

A newprogramis establishedtomaintainvoterregistrationlists.

TheSecretaryofState andall countyauditorsarerequiredtoparticipatein a programtodetect persons
whomayberegisteredtovote in morethanonecounty.TheOfficeofthe SecretaryofState is requiredto
createa list ofregisteredvoterswiththesamedateofbirth andsimilarnameswhoappearontwoormore
countyvoterregistrationlists. Thislist is forwardedtoeachcountyauditortocanceltheprevious
registrationofvoterswhohavesubsequentlyregisteredin a differentcounty.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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