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BACKGROUND:

1.Residencyrequirementstofile andholdoffice.

Thestandardrequirementfor a persontofile a declarationandaffidavitofcandidacyfor anelectiveofficeis
thatthepersonmust,atthe timeoffiling, possessthequalificationstobeelectedtothe office. Formost
electiveofficesthismeansthatthepersonmustbea registeredvoterin thegeographicarearepresentedby
theofficethatfor whichthedeclarationandaffidavitis filed.

Additionalresidencyrequirementsdonot existfor a persontobea candidatefor mostelectedoffices.
However,a personis noteligibletohold anelectiveofficeofa code cityunlessheorshe is a registered
voterofthe cityatthe timeoffiling a declarationandaffidavitofcandidacyandhasbeena residentofthe
codecity for atperiodofatleast oneyearprecedingelectiontooffice. Thestateconstitutionrequiresthat
candidatesfor thetemporaryofficeofcity freeholdermusthavebeenresidentsofthe city for a periodofat
leasttwoyearspriortobeingelectedandthat candidatesfor thetemporaryofficeofcountyfreeholdermust
havebeenresidentsofthe countyfor a periodofatleast fiveyearspriortobeingelected.

A personmayrunfor,andholdofficeasa,municipalcourtjudgewhoresidesin thecountyin whichthe
city is located.

2.Lawenforcementpowers.

Thesheriff,deputysheriffs,thepolicechief,policeofficers,townmarshals,anddeputytownmarshalsare
authorizedtoenforcecriminallawswithintheirjurisdictions.
SUMMARY:

1



A personmaynotfilea declarationofcandidacyfor anoffice,andmaynotholdanelectiveoffice,unlesshe
orshe hasbeena properlyregisteredvoterofthe geographicarearepresentedbythe officefor atleast one
yearbeforethedateoffiling thedeclarationofcandidacy.Theserequirementsdonot applytomunicipal
courtjudges.

Forpurposesregisteringandvoting,thedefinitionofthe termresidency–is expandedtoincludedomicile,as
wellasabode.

Themorecompletetermof"declarationandaffidavitofcandidacy"is usedin lieuofthe term"declaration
orcandidacy"in a statuteprovidingfor election-relatedcrimes.

It is clarifiedthatregularlawenforcementofficersofa jurisdictionareresponsiblefor investigatingalleged
crimes.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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