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SPONSORS: Representatives Carlson and Cody.

BACKGROUND: The state Health Information Act governstheconfidentiality and disclosure of
thehealth information contained ina patient’s health records.Itdeclares thatpatients need
accessto their own health careinformation inorderto helpthem make informed health care
decisions, and declares thatthis information shouldnotbe improperly disclosed toothers.It
provides a procedure forthepatient to request copiesof their records from their health care
provider, and forcorrecting thehealth information where appropriate.

Health careinformation foundinpatient health records istheproperty ofthehealth careprovider,
and must be keptindefinitely, according tocourt holdings. Thereisno law requiring health care
providers tonotify patients ofthelocation oftheir records when health careproviders retire or
relocate their practice.

SUMMARY: Physicians and otherhealth careproviders who retire or relocate their placeof
practice must notify their patients inwriting inorder togivethepatient an opportunity toseeor
copytheir health records, correct them,askquestions orgetinformation fromthehealth records
maintained by their health careproviders.
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