
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1216
Removing thetermination ofthesecretary ofhealth’s authority

foradministrative procedures.

Health CareCommittee January28, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Parlette and Cody.

BACKGROUND: In1998,theLegislature authorized theSecretary ofHealth, inconsultation with
the health profession regulatory boardsand commissions, to consolidate inone processthe
administrative procedures and requirements fortheregulation ofthehealth careprofessions. A
uniform administrative process was created by rule thatincludes theissuance and renewalof
credentials to practice, auditing continuing education requirements, and reissuing expired
credentials.

AfterMarch 1, 1999, thisrule-making authority of the Secretary of Healthexpires, and is
transferred tothevarious boardsorcommissions.Rulespreviously adoptedby theSecretary
establishing theuniform administrative procedures andrequirements do notremain ineffect after
March 1,1999.

The department currently issues credentials for220,000 health professionals and regulates 53
health careprofessions.

SUMMARY: The expiration of theauthority of the Secretary of Healthto establish uniform
procedures andrequirements for thecredentialing oftheregulated health professions isrepealed.
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