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BACKGROUND:

Candidatesfor precinctcommitteeofficer(PCO)for a majorpoliticalpartyfile for officelikecandidatesfor
regularelectiveoffices,exceptthatthefilingperiodfor PCO’sis considerablylongerthanthenormalfiling
periodandincludesthefull normalfilingperiodandcontinuesthroughtwoFridaysafterthecloseofthe
normalfilingperiod.

PCO’sareelectedatgeneralelectionsheldin even-numberedyears,buta primaryis notheldtonominate
personstothose positions.Thenamesofall candidatesfor PCOofa precinctfor eachmajorpoliticalparty
arelistedontheballotatthe generalelection.Thecandidatereceivingthemostnumberofvotes for a PCO
positionofa precinctfor a majorpoliticalpartyis electedif thenumberofvotes for thatcandidateis equal
toatleast 10% ofthe numberofvotes castin thatprecinctfor a candidatefromthatpartyfor any
partisanofficeontheballotatthat election.

PCO’sareelectedtotwo-yeartermsofoffice. Thechairofthe centralcommitteeofa major politicalparty
fillsanyPCOvacancy,includinga vacancyarisingfromthefailuretoelect a personatthe generalelection.
However,in a countywithonemillionormorepersons,theappointmentis onlymadebythechairofthe
centralcommitteeupontherecommendationofthe appropriatelegislativedistrictchair.

SUMMARY:

Theproceduretoelect PCO’sis alteredby:

o Onlyallowingtheofficetoappearona generalelectionballotif twoormore personshave
fileddeclarationsofcandidacyfor precinctcommitteeofficerofthe samemajorpolitical
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partyfromthesameprecinct;and

o Deletingtheso-called10% voterequirement,where,tobeelectedatsuch anelection,a
candidatefor PCOmustbothreceivea pluralityofthe votescastfor thatpositionandat
least10% ofthe numberofvotes castin thatprecinctfor a candidatefromthatpartyfor
anypartisanofficeontheballotatthat election.

Thedraftalsoclarifiesthat,althoughthePCOforeachmajorpoliticalpartyfromthesameprecinctis a
separateoffice,a votermayonlycastonevotefor a candidatefor a PCOfromthatprecinct.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.
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