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Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1291

Makingvariouschangesinelection laws. HearingDate:2/2/99
BriefTitle

Reps.Schmidt,D.andRomero Staff: ScottMacColl
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7106

BACKGROUND:

Statestatutesdetailelectionsprovisions.

1)Votingprecincts.

Votingprecinctscreatedbya countyauditorarenumberedconsecutively.

2)Crimesrelatingtouse ofvoter registrationdata.

It is a felonytouse registeredvoterdatafor commercialadvertisingorsolicitationpunishableby
imprisonmentfor nomorethanfiveyears,a fineofnomore than$5,000,orboth.

3)Datesschooldirectorsassumeoffice.

Ambiguityexistsaboutwhennewlyelectedschooldirectorsassumeoffice. Legislationwasenactedin 1979
providingthatall localgovernmentelectedofficialstakeofficecommencingimmediatelyafterDecember31st

aftertheirelection.However,legislationwasenactedin 1980excludingschooldirectorsfromthiscommon
datebutnotspecifyinganotherdate.

4)Voterregistration.

All commonschools,firestations,andpubliclibrariesmustmakevoterregistrationapplicationformsavailable
tothe public.Countyauditorstransmitnewlycompletedvoterregistrationcardsaswell ascancellationof
voterregistrationstothe secretaryofstate oneachMondayfollowingtheregistrationorcancellation.The
statemotorvoterlawauthorizespersonstoregistertovote ortransfertheirvoterregistrationswhenthey
applyfor drivers’licenses.

5)Specialelections.



A specialelectionmaybeheldatanyofsix specifiedelectiondatesduringa year,includingtheprimaryand
generalelectiondates,if anemergencyis deemedtohaveoccurred.A specialelectionmayalsobeheldat
anydatetovalidateexcessleviesorbondissuestomeet theneedsresultingfroma fire, flood,earthquake,
orother actofGod.

6)Declarationsofcandidacy.

A personwhofilesa declarationofcandidacyfor anelectiveofficemust,atthe timeofthe filing,possess
thequalificationstobeelectedtothat office. Thebasicrequirementtohold mostofficesis thattheperson
bea registeredvoterin thegeographicarearepresentedbythe office.

Statutesarein conflictastowhethera personwhofilesa declarationofcandidacyasa write-incandidate
mustpaya the normalfillingfeefor theofficethatis sought.

7)Generalprohibitionona candidate’snameappearingmorethanonceona ballot.

Thenameofa candidatefor publicofficemaynotappearmorethanonceonanyballot,butthisrestriction
doesnotapplytothe officeofprecinctcommitteeofficerfor a majorpoliticalparty.

8)Terminationofon-goingabsenteestatus.

A voterlosesongoingabsenteestatusif thevotersubmitsa writtenrequesttoberemoved,dies,is
disqualified,theregistrationrecordofthe voteris canceled,oranongoingabsenteeballotis returnedas
undeliverable.

9)Accesstoelectionfacilities.

Pollingplacesandregistrationfacilitiesaregenerallyrequiredtobeaccessibletoelderlyandhandicapped
personsin primariesandgeneralelectionsheldin even-numberedyears.Alternativepollingplacesor
proceduresareprovidedfor accesstopollingplacesandregistrationfacilitiesin primariesandgeneral
electionsheldin odd-numberedyears.Periodicreportsarerequiredtobemadeonaccesstopollingsitesand
registrationfacilitiesbyhandicappedpersonsandthe elderly.

Thesecretaryofstate is requiredtomakeinformationavailabletodeaf personsbytelecommunications.

SUMMARY:

A varietyofchangesaremadetoelectionlaws,bothtechnicalandsubstantive.

1) Votingprecincts.

Votingprecinctsnolongerwouldberequiredtobenumberedconsecutively.



2)Crimesrelatingtouse ofvoter registrationdata.

Themaximumfinefor usingregisteredvoterdatafor commercialadvertisingorsolicitationis increasedfrom
$5,000to$10,000.

3)Datesschooldirectorsassumeoffice.

A newlyelectedschooldirector’stermofoffice beginsatthe first officialmeetingofthe boardofdirectors
aftercertificationofthe electionresults.

4)Voterregistration.

Therequirementfor voterregistrationapplicationformstobeavailableatcommonschools,firestations,and
publiclibrariesis modifiedtorequirecountyauditorstokeepmail-invoterregistrationapplicationforms
generallyavailableatvariouslocations,Includingelectionoffices,commonschools,firestations,andpublic
libraries.

Countyauditorsmusttransmitvoterregistrationandcancellationcardstothe secretaryofstate oncea
week.

It is clarifiedthata votermaychangehisorher nameforvoterregistrationpurposeswhenthevoterapplies
for a driver’slicense.

5)Specialelections.

Therequirementis removedthatanemergencybedeemedtoexist beforea specialelectionmaybecalledat
oneofthe sixdesignatedspecialelectiondatesin a year.

6)Declarationsofcandidacy.

It is expresslyrequiredthata personmustbea registeredvoterwhenheorshe filesa declarationof
candidacyfor anoffice.

Theinconsistencyregardingfilingfeesfor write-incandidatesis removedbyrequiringwrite-incandidatesto
paythe normalfilingfeesassociatedwiththeofficesthataresought.

7)Generalprohibitionona candidate’snameappearingmorethanonceona ballot.

Thesingleexceptionthata candidate’snamemaynotappearmorethanonceona ballot,otherthanthe
officeofprecinctcommitteeofficerofa major politicalparty,is expandedtoalso notincludea temporary
electedposition,suchascharterreviewboardorfreeholder.

8)Terminationofongoingabsenteestatus.

Voterswhoareplacedintoinactivestatusalsohavetheirongoingabsenteevoterstatusterminated.



9)Accesstoelectionfacilities.

Lawsarerevisedandexpandedtoprovidegreateraccesstoelectionfacilities.Pollingplacesandregistration
facilitiesmustbeaccessibletohandicappedpersonsandthe elderlyatall electionsandprimaries.County
auditors,ratherthanthesecretaryofstate, arerequiredtomakeelectioninformationavailabletodeaf
personsusingtelecommunications.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


