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BACKGROUND:

Absenteeballotsandmailballotsmayonlybecountedif:

o Thevoterfor whomtheballotwasissuedhassignedtheouterreturnenvelopein whichthe
ballotis placed.

o Theouterreturnenvelopeis postmarkedonorbeforethedayofthe primaryorelectionfor
whichit wasreceived.However,if thepostmarkis notlegible,oranoverseasvoteror
servicevotercaststheballot,thedateontheouterreturnenvelopewhenthevoterattests
tohavecasttheballotmustbeonorbefore thedateofthe primaryorelectionfor which
theballotwasissued.

o Theballotwasreceivedbythe countyauditorpriortocertificationofthe electionresults.

TheSecretaryofState hasadopteda ruleprovidingthatif a voterfailstosign theaffidavitontheouter
returnenvelop,theauditormustnotifythevoterandallowthevotertosign theaffidavitnolaterthanthe
daybeforetheelectionresultsarecertified.

SUMMARY:

Anabsenteeballotormail ballotmayonlybecountedif thevoterfor whomtheballotwasissuedsignsthe
outerreturnenvelopenolaterthan8:00p.m.onthedayofthe primaryorelectionfor whichit wasissued.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


