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BACKGROUND:

VotersapprovedInitiativeMeasureNo.134in 1992.

Amongotherprovisions,InitiativeMeasureNo.134prohibitedtheuseofpublicfundsfrombeingusedto
financepoliticalcampaignsfor stateorlocal office. Priortothe approvalofInitiativeMeasureNo.134,
SeattleandKingCountyhadprogramswherepublicmoneyswereusedtoprovidepublicmatchingfundsto
candidatesfor countyorcity electiveofficesif thecandidatesagreedtospendinglimitations.

SUMMARY:

Anycountywitha populationof1 millionormore,orcity witha populationof500,000ormore,may
establisha programwherea candidatefor a countyorcity electiveofficevoluntarilyagreestoabideby
limitationsontheamountofmoneythatthecandidate’sauthorizedcommitteespendsonhisorher campaign
in returnfor receivingpublicmatchingfundstoassist in fundinghisorher campaign.

Atpresent,KingCountyis theonlycountyin thestatewitha populationof1 millionormoreandSeattleis
theonlycity in thestatewitha populationof500,000ormore.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


