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Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 1560

Relatingtothe statetoxicologylab.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:2/12/99

Reps.McMorris,Scott Staff: ScottMacColl
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7106

BACKGROUND:

TheStateToxicologyLabwasestablishedinconjunctionwiththeUniversityofWashingtonMedicalSchool,and
undertheauthorityofthe StateForensicInvestigationsCouncil.ThestatetoxicologistisappointedbytheState
ForensicInvestigationsCouncil,andthe counciloverseesandcontrolsthetoxicologylab.

Thelab performsall necessarytoxicologicalproceduresrequestedbyall coroners,medicalexaminers,and
prosecutingattorneys.Thelabis currentlyfundedbydisbursementsfromfull servicerestaurant,full service
privateclub,andsportsclubentertainmentfacilitylicensefees.

Thecrimelabisalsoundertheauthorityof theStateForensicInvestigationsCouncil,howeverit ishousedwithin
theWashingtonStatePatrol.Thecrimelabprovideslaboratoryservicestoanalyzeandscientificallyhandleany
physicalevidencerelatedtoanycrime.

TheForensicinvestigationsCouncilisactively involvedinpreparingthebudgetsofboth thecrimelaband
toxicologylab,andapprovesbothbudgetspriortotheirformalsubmissiontotheOfficeofFinancialManagement.

SUMMARY:

All powers,duties,functions,andemployeesofthe StateToxicologyLabare transferredtothe Bureauof
ForensicLaboratoryServicesofthe WashingtonStatePatrol.

TheBureauofForensicLaboratoryServicesiscreatedwithintheWashingtonStatePatrol,whichcombinesthe
toxicologyandcrimelabunderonebureau,andis toprovideallservicesofthe twolabs.

TheForensicInvestigationsCouncilwillbeinvolvedinassistingpreparationofthe budget,andmustapprovethe
budgetpriortoformalsubmissiontothe OfficeofFinancialManagement.

TheForensicInvestigationsCouncilwillalsoprescribethequalificationsforadirector,andsubmitthreenames



tothe chiefofthe WashingtonStatePatroltoserveasdirectorofthe BureauofForensicServices.Thecouncil
will furtherappointa statetoxicologist,andestablishthepolicies,objectivesandprioritiesofthe Bureauof
ForensicInvestigatoryServices.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


