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BACKGROUND:

Statutesprovidedetailsabouthowelectionsareconducted,includingrequirementsfor theuseofpaper
ballots,votingmachines,andelectronicvotingdevices.Theserequirementsincludeprotocolsfor checking
votingdevicesandcountingballots.

SUMMARY:

A numberofrequirementsareestablishedfor poll-siteballotcountingdevicesandvariouselectionprovisions
arealteredoreliminated.

1.Requirementsfor votingprecincts.

Requirementsfor precinctsusingvotingmachinesorelectronicvotecountingdevicesarealtered.These
precinctsmusthaveanadequatenumberofdevices,ratherthanatleast onevotingmachinefor every300
activeregisteredvotersormajorfractionthereofduringa primaryorgeneralelectionheldin aneven-
numberedyear. Theauditormaydeterminethenumberofpoll-sitecountingdevicesattheseprecincts.

Therequirementis eliminatedthatatleast onevotingboothbeprovidedfor every50activeregisteredvoters
in a precinctwherepaperballotsareused.

2.Invalidationofballots.

Absenteeballots,likeballotscastatpollingplaces,areinvalidif theyaremarkedsoastoidentify thevoter.

3.Proceduresfor electionofficersatprecincts.

Proceduresandrequirementsfor usingpoll-siteballotcountingdevicesareestablishedandproceduresfor
usingvotingmachinesareeliminated.



a.Testingofdevices.

Electionofficersmustseeif thenumberoneachpoll-siteballotcountingdeviceagreeswiththecontrol
numberprovidedbythe electionsdepartment.If thenumbersdonot agree,thedeviceis notused.The
pollsmaybereopenedpendingreexaminationofthe device.If thenumbersagree,theelectionofficials
initializethedeviceandseewhetherthecounterregisters000.–Thecounteris resetto 000" if another
numberappearsandthe electionofficialsconfirmthattheballotboxis empty.

Ballotsmayonlybeprocessedthrougha votingdevice–[poll-siteballotcountingdevice?]if a zeroreportis
produced.Theinspectorandatleast oneofthe judgesmustverifythatzeroballotshavebeenrunthrough
themachineandthat all totalsfor eachofficearezero.If thetotalsarenotzero,theinspectoreither
resetsthedevicetozero orcontactstheelectionsdepartmenttoreset thedeviceandallowsvotingto
continueusingtheauxiliaryoremergencydevice.

b.Useofpoll-site ballotcountingdevice.

Votersareprovidedwith instructionsonhowtouse poll-siteballotcollectingdevices.Eachpoll-siteballot
countingdevicemustbeprogrammedtoreturn a blankballotoran overvotedballottothe voterfor private
examination.Stepsmustbetakentoensurethatthesecrecyofthe ballotis maintained.If a ballotis
returnedbya poll-siteballotcountingdevice,thevotermayremarktheoriginalballot,requesta newballot,
orcompletea specialballotenvelopeandreturntheballotasa specialballot.

c.Failureofa poll-siteballotcountingdevice.

If a poll-siteballotcountingdevicefailstooperateduringpollinghours,votingmustcontinueandballotsare
depositedfor latertabulationin a secureballotcompartmentseparatefromthetabulatedballots.

d.Programmedmemorypack.

Theprogrammedmemorypackfor eachpoll-siteballotcountingdevicemustbesealedintothedeviceduring
finalpreparationandtesting. Exceptwhena devicebreaksdown,thememorypackmustremainsealedin
thedeviceuntilafterthepollshaveclosedandall reportsandtelephonictransferofresultshavebeen
completed.Theprecinctelectionofficerswhoareresponsiblefor transferringthesealedvotedballotsmust
ensurethatthememorypackis returnedtothe electionsdepartment.If theentiredeviceis returned,the
memorypackmustremainsealedin thedevice.If thedeviceremainsatthe pollingplace,theprecinct
electionofficerbreakstheseal,removesthememorypackandseal,andreturnsthememorypackandseal
alongwith irregularlyvotedballotsandspecialballotstothe electionsdepartmentonelectionday.

e.Telephonictransmissionofaccumulatedtally.

Theaccumulatedtallyfromeachpoll-siteballotcountingdevicemaybetelephonicallytransmittedtoa
centralreportinglocationafterthecloseofthe polls.A printedrecordmustbemadeofthe resultsofthe
electionfor thatpollsitebeforeanytelephonictransmissionis made.Duringcanvassingofthe election
results,telephonicallytransmittedresultsareconsideredtobeunofficialuntila completereconciliationofthe
resultshasbeenpreformed.Reconciliationis accomplishedbya directloadingofthe resultsfromthe
memorypackintothecentralaccumulatororbycomparingthereportproducedatthe pollsiteonelection



nightwiththeresultsreceivedbythe centralaccumulator.

f. Returnofballots.

All ballotstalliedbypoll-sitecountingdevicesmustbereturnedtothe electionsdepartmentin sealedballot
containersonelectionday. However,ballotsin a countythatis composedentirelyofislands,andballots
fromanislandin anyothercounty,mustbecollectedwithin24hoursofthe closeofpolls. Theseballots
aresealedbytwoofthe electionprecinctofficersatthe pollingplace.A logofthe sealandthe namesof
thepeoplesealingthecontainermustbecompleted.A copyofthe logis retainedbythe inspector,a copy
is placedin theballottransfercase,anda copyis transportedwiththeballotstothe electionsdepartment
wherethesealmustbeverifiedbythe countyauditorora designatedrepresentative.Ballotsmaybe
transportedbyoneelectionemployeeif thecontaineris sealedatthe pollandthenverifiedwhenreturnedto
theelectionsdepartment.

Countedballotsmaybepickeduppriortothe closeofpolls andmaybecountedatthe countingcenterprior
tothe closeofthe polls,buttheelectionreturnsmustbeheldsecret.

g.Provisionsrelatingtovotingmachines.

Variouslawsrelatingtovotingmachinesarerepealed.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


