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BACKGROUND:

TheStateConstitutionauthorizesstatevoters,powersofinitiativeandreferendumonstatelegislation.

Statutesimplementthisauthorityanddescribetheappearanceofinitiativeandreferendumpetitions.Various
crimesrelatingtothe stateinitiativeandreferendumprocessareestablishedin statute,includingvarious
classC feloniesandvariousgrossmisdemeanors.

SUMMARY:

A varietyofrequirementsaremadeforpetitionsonstateinitiativeandreferendummeasures.

1)Acknowledgementthatsignaturesarevalid.

Spacemustbeprovidedoneachpetitionfor a stateinitiativeorreferendummeasurewhere,afterthe
signatureshavebeenobtained,eachpersonwhoprocuredsignaturesonthepetitionbothsignsandprintshis
orher nameandaddresscertifyingthat,tohis orher knowledge,thesignaturesonthepetitionarevalid.

2)Indicationonpetitionif paidsignaturegatherersarebeingused.

If paidsignaturegatherersarebeingusedtogathersignaturesona petitionfor a stateinitiativeor
referendummeasure,a statementmustbeincludedatthe topofthe petitionstatingthatpaidsignature
gatherersarebeingusedandindicatingthenameofthe groupthatis payingtocirculatethepetitions.This
statementdoesnothavetoappearonthe topofa petitionfor thesamemeasure,if paidsignaturegatherers
arenotbeingusedtosolicit signaturesonthat petition.

3)Recordofpaymentsfor paidsignaturegatherers.

Anypersonwhoprovidescompensationfor personstocirculatesignaturesona stateinitiativeorreferendum



measuremustkeeprecordsofeachpersonwhoprocuredsignaturesfor considerationoneachseparate
petition.Therecordsmustbekeptcurrentandsubmittedtothe SecretaryofState atthe timethepetitions
arefiled.

4)Electioncrimes.

It is a grossmisdemeanorfor a persontocirculateorprocuresignaturesona petitionfor a stateinitiativeor
referendummeasurethatfailstomeet formrequirementsdetailedin statelaw,including,whereapplicable,
therequirementthata statementbeincludedstatingthatcompensationis beingpaidtopersonsfor
circulatingthepetitionandthe nameofthe grouppayingfor thepetitionstobecirculated.

5)FilingwithPublicDisclosureCommission.

A politicalcommitteethatpayspersonstogathersignaturesonstateinitiativeorreferendumpetitionsmust
file reportsofcontributionsandexpenditurestothe PublicDisclosureCommissiononthe twenty-firstdayand
seventhdaybeforethedatethepetitionsmustbefiledandonthe tenthdayofthe first monthafterthe
petitionshavebeenfiled. Thesereportsarein additiontoother periodicreportsthatmustbefiled. Sucha
politicalcommitteemustkeepits booksofaccountcurrentandavailablefor publicinspectioneightdays
beforethelastdaythe petitionsmaybefiled.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


