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BACKGROUND:

A primaryelectiontonominatecandidatesis heldatthe earlierofthe thirdTuesdayin Septemberpriortoa
generalelectionorthe seventhTuesdaypriortoa generalelection.

Declarationsofcandidacyfor electiveofficearemadewiththefilingofficerduringregularofficehoursfor a
five-dayperiodbeginningonthe fourthMondayin Julyandendingonthe followingFriday,in theyearin
whichtheofficeis tobefilled. If noonedeclarescandidacyfor anofficeduringthisregularfilingperiod,a
specialfilingperiodis openedfor threedays.

A candidatemaywithdrawhisorher nameatanytime beforethecloseofbusinessontheThursday
followingtheendofthe regularfilingtime.

If noonehasfiledfor thenominationofa major politicalpartybythe businessendontheThursday
followingtheendofthe regularfilingperiod,themajorpoliticalpartymaynominateits candidateonthenext
day.

A conventiontonominatea personasa candidateofa minor politicalpartyfor a partisanoffice,orfor a
persontofile asanindependentcandidatefor a partisanoffice,is heldduringtheeight-dayperiodfromthe
lastSaturdayin Junethroughthefirst Saturdayin July.

SUMMARY:

1.Date ofprimarymovedback.

Thedateofthe primaryis movedbackfroma datein September(theearlierofthe thirdTuesdayin
Septemberorthe seventhTuesdayprecedingthegeneralelection)tothe secondTuesdayin August.Asa



result,thenumberofdays betweentheprimaryandgeneralelectionis increasedfrom49to84days, oran
additional35days.

2.Periodholdingconventionstonominateminorpartycandidatesandindependentsmovedback.

Theeight-dayperiodwhena conventionmaybeheldtoselecta nomineetoa partisanofficebya minor
party,orasanindependentcandidatetoa partisanoffice,is movedbacksothat theconventionmustbe
heldfromthethirdSaturdayin Maytothe fourthSaturdayin May,ratherthanfromthelastSaturdayin
Junetothe first Saturdayin July.

3.Filingperiodmovedback.

Filingperiodswhendeclarationsofcandidacyarefiledarealteredandgivenspecificnames.Thebasicfive-
dayfilingperiodis calledtheregularfilingperiodandthe first dayofthis regularfilingperiodis movedback
fromthefourthMondayin Julytothe secondMondayin June.Asa result,thenumberofdays between
thefirst dayofthe regularfilingperiodandthe primaryis increasedfrom57to64days, oranadditional
sevendays.

Thethree-dayfilingperiodthatis heldif noonefileshisorher declarationofcandidacyduringtheregular
filingperiodis calledthespecialfilingperiod.Thisspecialthree-dayfilingperiodopensontheMondayafter
thecloseofthe regularfilingperiodandclosesonthe followingWednesday.If nopersonfilesa declaration
ofcandidacyasa memberofa major politicalpartyfor a partisanposition,themajorpoliticalpartymay
selectits nomineenolaterthanthefirst Fridayafterthecloseofthe regularfilingperiod.

It is clarifiedthatanotherthree-dayfilingperiodis openedif a voidin candidacyoccursin a nonpartisan
officeafteroneormoreeligiblepersonshadfiledfor officeduringtheregularorspecialfilingperiod.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:TheprovisionstakeeffectonJanuary1,2000.


