
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1699
Establishing continuing education fordentists.

Health CareCommittee February 17, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Parlette and Cody.

BACKGROUND: The practice ofdentistry islicensed by theDepartment ofHealth, andno person
may practice orrefer tohimself orherself asa dentist without being licensed. The Dental Quality
Assurance Commissionqualifies applicants forlicensure and actsasthedisciplinary authority for
unprofessional conductundertheUniformDisciplinary Act.

Continuing education isa method of staying current withnew developments inscience and
technology by taking approvedcourses orlearning opportunities related toa field ofexpertise.
A number oftheregulated health professions require continuing education asa condition forthe
renewaloflicenses.

The dental commissiondoes not have authority to establish a programof continuing dental
education.

SUMMARY: The Dental Quality AssuranceCommissionisauthorized toestablish a continuing
dental education programforapplicants renewingtheir dental licenses.
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