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BACKGROUND:

Regulatoryagenciesarerequiredtoengagein technicalassistanceprogramsencouragingregulatedpartiesto
voluntarilycomplywiththelaw. Theseprogramsincludetechnicalassistancevisits,printedinformation,
informationandassistancebytelephone,andtrainingmeetings.

Technicalassistanceincludes:(1)Informationonlaws,rules,andcompliancemethodsandtechnologies;(2)
informationonmethodstoavoidcomplianceproblems;(3)assistancein applyingfor permits;and(4)
informationonthemission,goals,andobjectivesofthe program.

A technicalassistancevisitmustberequested,orvoluntarilyaccepted,andthe regulatoryagencymust
declarethevisittobea technicalassistancevisitatthe beginningofthe visit. Duringa technicalassistance
visit,ora reasonabletimeaftersucha visit,theregulatoryagencyshallinformtheowneroroperatorofthe
facilityaboutanyviolationsoflaworagency rulesthatwereidentifiedduringthevisit. Thisnoticemust
include:

o A descriptionofthe conditionandthe textofthe specificsectionorsubsectionofthe
applicablelaworrule thathasbeenviolated;

o A statementofwhat is requiredtoachievecompliance;

o Thedatetheagencyrequirescompliancetobeachieved;

o Noticeofthe meanstocontacttechnicalassistanceservicesprovidedbythe agency;and

o Noticeofwhen,where,andtowhoma requestfor a timeextensiontoachievecompliance
for goodcausemaybefiled.

Theownerandoperatorshallbegivena reasonableperiodtocorrectviolationsthatwereidentifiedduring



thevisitbeforea civilpenaltyis imposedfor theseviolations.However,civilpenaltiesmaybeissuedfor
violationsthatareobservedduringa technicalassistancevisitunderthefollowingcircumstances:

o Theindividualorbusinesshaspreviouslybeensubjecttoanenforcementactionfor the
sameorsimilarviolationsofthe samestatuteorrule orhas beengivenpreviousnoticeof
thesameorsimilarviolationofthe samestatuteorrule;

o Theissueinvolvessalestaxesduetothe stateandthe individualorbusinessis not
remittingpreviouslycollectedsalestaxestothe state;or

o Theviolationhasa probabilityofplacinga personin dangerofdeathorbodilyharm,hasa
probabilityofcausingmorethanminorenvironmentalharm,orhas a probabilityofcausing
morethan$1000in physicaldamagetothe propertyofanother.

SUMMARY:

Thefirst pageofeach technicalassistancedocumentthatis developedbyanagencymustcontaina notice,
in atleast ten-pointtype,substantiallystatingthatthedocumentprovidestechnicalassistanceinformation
anddoesnotimposeanynewmandatoryobligationsandwill notbeusedasthe basisfor a citation.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


