
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL1992
Allowing a certified emergencymedical technician toadminister epinephrine.

Health CareCommittee February 25, 1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Ballasiotes and Schual-Berke.

BACKGROUND: Anaphylaxis isan allergic hypersensitivity reaction of thebody to a foreign
protein ordrug. Anaphylaxis can be causedby drugs, insect stings, foods, and inhalants. A
reaction may causeincreased irritability, dyspnea,orcyanosis. Insome casesitcan result in
convulsions, unconsciousness, and evendeath.

Epinephrine isusedtotreat anaphylactic reactions. Thosewithsevere allergies that couldresult
inananaphylactic reaction may receive a prescription toadminister a doseofepinephrine through
theuseofanautoinjector device. Presently, paramedics andintermediate life support technicians
may administer epinephrine. Emergency medicaltechnicians, however,may onlyadminister
epinephrine topatients who havea prescription forepinephrine forallergic reactions.

SUMMARY: Thisbill will do thefollowing:

1) Allows(Emergency Medical Technicians) EMT’s tocarry and administer epinephrine 1:1000
topatients exhibiting signsand symptoms ofrespiratory distress, iftheEMT successfully
completes department approved training. The training must beequal tothetraining provided
toIntermediate Life SupportTechnicians foradministering epinephrine.

2) The Departmentof Healthisrequired to developand approvedthe curriculum forthis
specialized training.

3) The DepartmentofHealth isallowed toestablish a volunteer advisory committeetoassist
withthespecialized training standards.

4) The Department ofHealth must report totheLegislature on thefrequency ofepinephrine use
by EMT’s and themerits ofthespecialized training.

5) Declares an emergencyforthepurposeofwhen thebill takeseffect.

SEE ATTACHMENT FOR A COMPARISON OF EMT’s AND INTERMEDIATE LIFESUPPORT
TECHNICIANS (ILS) AND FOR THE PROS AND CONS OF EMT’s CARRYING EPINEPHRINE.
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