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BACKGROUND:

StatevotersapprovedAmendment74 tothe stateconstitutionin 1983providingfor a commissionto
redistrictlegislativeandcongressionaldistricts.A redistrictingcommissionis createdonceeverytenyears,in
Januaryofeachyearendingin a one. TheLegislatureis requiredtoenact legislationimplementingthis
amendment.

Eachcommissionis composedoffive members.Thelegislativeleaderofeachofthe twolargestpolitical
caucusesin eachhouseofthe Legislatureappointonepersontothe commission.Theseappointmentsmust
bemadebyJanuary31.Thefifth personis appointedbythe fourappointees.Thesupremecourtmakes
theappointmentofthe fifth personif theappointmentis notmadebytheotherfourmembersbyFebruary
5.

Eachcommissionshallcompleteits redistrictingbynolater thanJanuary1 ofthe nextyear. Atleast three
membersofthe commissionmustapprovetheredistrictingplan. Thesupremecourtshalladopta
redistrictingplanbyApril30ofthat yearif thecommissionfailstoadopt a planbyJanuary1.

TheLegislaturemayamendtheredistrictingplanbya two-thirdsvoteofthe memberselectedtoeachhouse
within30daysofthe first legislativesessionoccurringafterthecommissionsubmitsits plan.

Eachdistrictmusthavea population,excludingnonresidentmilitarypersonnel,equalaspracticabletothe
populationofeachotherdistrict. Totheextendreasonableeachdistrictshallcontaincontiguousterritory,
shallbecompactandconvenient,andshallbeseparatedfromadjoiningdistrictsbynaturalgeographic
barriers,artificialbarriers,orpoliticalboundaries.Thecommission’splanshallnotbedrawnpurposelyto
favorordiscriminateagainstanypoliticalpartyorgroup.

ArticleII, Section2,ofthe stateconstitution,providesthattheHouseofRepresentativesshallbecomposed
ofbetween63and99membersandthat Senateshallbecomposedofsenatorsbenot lessthanonethirdor



morethanonehalfofthe numberofmembersofthe HouseofRepresentatives.

Statutesprovidesfor 49legislativedistricts.TheSenateshallbecomposedof49members,oneelected
fromeachofthe 49legislativedistricts. TheHouseofRepresentativesshallbecomposedof98members,
twoofwhomshall beelectedfromandrunatlarge withineachlegislativedistrict.

SUMMARY:

Thecommissionis requiredtodraw twosubdistrictsin eachlegislativedistrict,denotedassubdistrictsA and
B,onememberofthe HouseofRepresentativesis tobeelectedfromeachlegislativesubdistrict.

Thesamegeneralrequirementsfor drawingdistrictsapplytodrawingsubdistricts,includingtherequirement
thateachsubdistrictcontainapproximatelythesamepopulation,boundarylinesshouldbedrawntocoincide
withtheboundariesoflocal politicalsubdivisions,andboundarylinesshouldbecomposedofconvenient,
compact,andcontiguousterritory.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


