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Bill Analysis Bill No.HB 2133

Claimingthe proceedsrecoveredonbehalfof
recipientsofstate assistance.
BriefTitle Hearing Date:2/26/99

Reps.RomeroandMcMorris Staff:SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

Thestateis subrogatedtothe rightsofaninjuredorill personagainsta tort feasor,whocausedtheinjury
orillnessasthe resultofnegligenceorother wrong,orthe tort feasor’sinsurerfor,purposesofbeing
reimbursedfor thecostsofmedicalcareprovidedtothat personunderpubicassistanceprogramsorfor
residentialcareprovidedtothat personin a statehospitalfor thementallyill ora rehabilitativecarecenter
for thedevelopmentallydisabled.Anattorneyrepresentingthepersonin anactionagainsta thirdpartyshall
notifythedepartmentatthe timeoffiling a claim,commencinganaction,negotiatinga settlement,or
acceptinga settlementofferfromthetort feasororthe tort feasor’sinsurer.TheDepartmentofSocialand
HealthServicesshallbegiven30daysnoticebeforesucha judgement,award,orsettlementmaybe
satisfied.

SUMMARY:

Proceedsfroma judgement,award,orsettlementoverthesubrogatedrightsthestatehasfor injuredorill
personswhoreceivepublicassistanceorcare ata state hospitalfor thementallyill orrehabilitativecare
centerfor thedevelopmentallydisabled,thatarenecessarytofully satisfytheDepartment’slienagainst
recovery,areplacedintoa trustaccountorin theregistryofthe courtuntiltheDepartment’slienis
satisfied.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


