
ANALYSIS OF HOUSE BILL2199
Establishing a hepatitis A vaccination plan.

Health CareCommittee March 1,1999
WashingtonStateHouse ofRepresentatives

SPONSORS: Representatives Boldt and Cody.

BACKGROUND: The state ofWashingtonranksamong thetoptenstates witha highrateof
hepatitis, a serious viral disease of the liver thatincreases inseverity with age. The most
effective means ofpreventing thedisease isthrough universal immunization. The federal Centers
forDiseaseControl makes available tostates witha highincidence ofhepatitis a vaccination
programwithout cost.

SUMMARY: The Department ofHealth isdirected toseekfunding fora Hepatitis A vaccination
planthrough thefederal Centers forDisease Control’s Vaccination forChildren Program.Upon
thereceipt offederal funding, thedepartment isrequired topromptly implement thevaccination
programconsistent withtherequirements oftheCenters forDisease Control.
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