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Synopsis as Enacted

Brief Description: Decreasing filing fees for petition for unlawful harassment.

Sponsors: Representatives Lantz, Constantine, Ogden, Edmonds, Stensen, Regala,
O’Brien, Kagi, Dickerson, Cody, Keiser, Kessler, Schual-Berke, Hurst, Santos and
Kenney.

House Committee on Judiciary
Senate Committee on Judiciary

Background:

A person who is being unlawfully harassed may petition the court for an anti-
harassment order against the harasser.

District courts have jurisdiction over anti-harassment order petitions. Superior courts
have concurrent jurisdiction to receive transfer of anti-harassment order petitions
where the district court finds there are good reasons for the transfer. If the alleged
harasser is under the age of 18, the district court must transfer the case to superior
court.

The district court filing fee for a petition for an anti-harassment order is $31 plus an
optional county surcharge of up to $10. If the petition is filed in superior court, the
filing fee is $110.

The district and superior court filing fees are subject to division with the public safety
and education account and the county or regional law library fund. The county
treasurer must transmit $12 of the superior court filing fee and $6 of the district court
filing fee to the law library fund. In addition, 46 percent of the superior court filing
fee and 32 percent of the district court filing fee are remitted to the state public safety
and education account fund.

Summary of Bill:

The superior court filing fee for a petition for unlawful harassment is reduced from
$110 to $41.

Votes on Final Passage:
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House 97 0
Senate 44 0

Effective: June 8, 2000
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