HOUSE BILL ANALYSIS
SB 5037

Title: An act relating to the court of appeals.
Brief Description: Creating a new court of appeals position for Pierce county.

Sponsors: Senators McCaslin, Heavey and Rasmussen; by request of Board for Judicial
Administration.

Brief Summary of Bill

» Creates a new court of appeals position for Pierce County.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
Staff: Jim Morishima (786-7191).
Background:
The state court of appeals is divided into three divisions. The divisions are
designated as |, II, and Ill, and are headquartered in Seattle, Tacoma, and Spokane

respectively. Each of the divisions is further subdivided into three districts.

Division Il (headquartered in Tacoma) currently has six judges. District 1 of Division
Il (Pierce County), has two of these judges.

Judges of the court of appeals are elected by district to six-year terms. They must be
residents of the districts from which they are elected, and must have been admitted to
the practice of law in this state for at least five years.

Summary of Bill:

The number of judges in Division Il is increased from six to seven. The additional
judge is allocated to District 1 of Division Il, giving the district a total of three

judges.

The new judicial position becomes effective on July 1, 2000, and must be filled by
gubernatorial appointment. The person so appointed will hold the position until the
next general election in November 2000. The person may then run for a term of six
years, like any other judge of the court of appeals.

Fiscal Note: Available.

SB 5037 -1- House Bill Analysis



Effective Date: Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.
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