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BACKGROUND:

TheOpenPublicRecordsAct(RCW42.17),commonlyknownasthe publicdisclosurelaw,makesallpublic
documentssubjecttoreleasebyrequest.Numerousexemptionstothe publicdisclosurerequirementare
codifiedin statute.Stateandlocalgovernmentsarerequiredtomakerecordsnotspecificallyincludedwithin
a statutoryexemptionavailablefor publicinspectionandcopying.

TheU.S.Driver’sPrivacyProtectionActof1994prohibitsthereleaseanduseofcertainpersonal
informationfromstatemotorvehiclerecords.Therearespecificexceptionstothe ruledefinedin statute,
suchasthe informationbeingusedin researchactivitiessolongasthe personalinformationis notpublished,
redisclosed,orusedtocontactindividuals.

Priortothe act,non-profithealthresearchorganizationshadaccessanduseddriver’slicenseinformationfor
researchprojects.Theact,whichwentintoeffectin Septemberof1997, effectivelymadeit illegalfor non-
profithealthresearchorganizationstoobtaindriver’slicenseinformationfromtheDepartmentofLicensing.

Aninstitutionalreviewboardis a boardorcommitteethatis authorizedbystatelawto approveand
conductperiodicreviewsofresearchprogramstoassuretheprotectionofthe rightsandwelfareofhuman
researchsubjects.Membersofa institutionalreviewboardaremadeupofindustryprofessionals,the
institution,andlay persons.

SUMMARY:

DisclosureofWashingtonDepartmentofLicensingrecordstohealthresearchorganizationsin connectionwith
a qualifiedmedicalorhealthresearchprojectis consideredanexemptiontothe U.S.Driver’sPrivacy
ProtectionAct. Theprojectmusthavebeenreviewedandapprovedbyaninstitutionalreviewboard.

FISCALNOTE:Available.



EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


