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Bill Analysis Bill No.SSB5640

Studyingprimarydatesandspeedingcounting.
BriefTitle HearingDate:3/30/99

SenatorsGardnerandMcCaslin Staff:SteveLundin
Sponsor(s) StateGovernmentCommittee

Phone:786-7127

BACKGROUND:

A primaryelectiontonominatecandidatesis heldatthe earlierofthe thirdTuesdayin Septemberpriortoa
generalelectionorthe seventhTuesdaypriortoa generalelection.

A three-membercountycanvassingboardin eachcountycanvassesvotescastateachelectionorprimary
andcertifiestheelectionresults.Thecanvassmustbecompletedandthe resultsmustbecertifiedfifteen
daysaftera generalelectionandten daysaftera specialelectionorprimary.

SUMMARY:

A temporarytaskforceis establishedtomakerecommendationsonthe timingofprimaryelections,
canvassingballots,andcertificationofelectionresults.Thetaskforceconsistsof13membersasfollows:

· Fivecitizenmembersarejointlyappointedbythe secretaryofstate, presidentofthe Senate,andco-
speakersofthe HouseofRepresentatives.

· Thepresidentofthe Senateappointstwomembersofthe Senate,onefromeachofthe twolargest
caucuses.

· Theco-speakersofthe HouseofRepresentativesappointtwomembersofthe House,onefromeach
ofthe twolargestcaucuses.

· TheSecretaryofState ordesignee.

· Onecountyelectionsofficialdesignatedbythe AssociationofCountyOfficials.

· A representativeofeachmajorpoliticalpartyin thestateappointedbythe chairofthe Party
CentralCommittee.



Thetaskforcemustreportits recommendationstothe Governor,SecretaryofState, andappropriate
standingcommitteesofthe SenateandHouseofRepresentativesbynolater thanDecember1,1999.The
taskforceterminatesonDecember31,1999.

Thecountyauditormustconvenethecountycanvassingboardtoprocessabsenteeballotsandcanvassvotes
atleast everythirddayafter a specialelection,primary,orgeneralelectionandbeforecertificationofthe
electionresults.Anabsenteeballotthathasnotbeencanvassedmustbecanvassedbythe canvassing
boardwhenit is convenedif theabsenteeballotwas:

· Receivedbythe countyauditoronorbeforethedaybeforetheconveningofthe canvass[ing?]
board;and

· Eitherwasreturnedbeforetheclosingofthe pollsorbearsa dateofmailingonorbeforethe
electionfor whichit wasissued.

Resultsofthe latesttabulationmustbemadepublicimmediatelyafterthecompletionofthe canvass.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


