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BACKGROUND:

Separatechaptersoflawrequire theSecretaryofState topreparestatecandidates’pamphletsandvoters’
pamphletsanddistributea copyofthe pamphletstoeachplaceofresidencein thestate. Whenever
possible,thestatecandidates’pamphletis combinedwiththestatevoters’pamphlet.Tapedtranscriptsand
Brailletranscriptsofthe pamphletsaredistributedatnocost.

TheSecretaryofState is authorizedtoadopt rulesrelatingtocandidates’pamphletsandvoters’pamphlets.
TheSecretaryofState is authorizedtodeletematerialfroma pamphletthat is obscene,profane,libelous,or
defamatory,aswell asanylanguagethatmaynotbecirculatedthroughthemails.

1.Candidates’pamphlets.

Candidates’pamphletsarepreparedwith informationoneachfederalandstateofficeincludedontheballot
ateachgeneralelectionheldin aneven-numberedyear .Informationofthe nomineesfor thefollowing
officesareincludedin a candidates’pamphlet:PresidentandVicePresident,UnitedStatesSenator,United
StatesRepresentative,Governor,LieutenantGovernor,SecretaryofState, AttorneyGeneral,Commissionerof
PublicLands,SuperintendentofPublicInstruction,InsuranceCommissioner,StateTreasurer,StateAuditor,
justiceofthe SupremeCourt,judgeofthe courtofappeals,andsuperiorcourtjudge.A statecandidates’
pamphletin aneven-numberedyearalsoincludesa descriptionofthe officeofprecinctcommitteeofficerof
majorpoliticalpartiesanda notethattheofficewill appearontheupcominggeneralelectionballot.

A statecandidates’pamphletis onlypreparedfor a generalelectionheldin anodd-numberedyearif a
vacancyin statewideofficesis filledatthat election.

Statementsmadeinthecandidates’pamphletbynomineesfor allofficesthatareincluded,otherthanfor
presidentandvicepresident,mustbeaccompaniedbya fee rangingfrom$200for a candidatefor Governor
orfor Congressto$25for a candidatefor theHouseofRepresentatives.



2.Voters’pamphlets.

A voters’pamphletis preparedfor anyelectionwhena stateballotmeasureis placedbeforevotersand
includeinformationoneachstatewideballotproposition,includingthetextofthe measure,explanatory
statementsbythe AttorneyGeneral,argumentsfor andagainstthemeasurethatarecomposedbyseparate
committeesappointedtowrite thesearguments.A voters’pamphletin anodd-numberedyearalsoincludesa
sectionexplainingtheprecinctcaucussystemandconventionprocessusedbyeachmajorpoliticaltoelect
delegatestoits nationalpresidentialcandidatenominatingconvention.

SUMMARY:

Statutesrelatingtostate voters’pamphletsandcandidates’pamphletsarerepealedandreplacedwitha
singlechapteroflawprovidingfor a voters’pamphletcontaininginformationonstatewideballotpropositions
andnomineesfor stateoffices.Thebasicrequirementsofexistinglaware retained,exceptasfollows:

1)Pamphletsmustbeavailabletothe publicin electronicform. TheSecretaryofState mayprovide
thematerialin electronicformtocomputernetworksandsimilarservicesatthe costofreproduction
ortransmissionofthe data.

2)Nomineesarenolongerrequiredtopayfees whenfilingtheirstatements.

3)Themaximumnumberofpersonswhomaybeappointedtoa committeethatpreparesarguments
for,oragainst,a statewideballotmeasureis increasedfromthreetosix persons.

4)Moreclearauthorityis grantedtothe SecretaryofState todeterminetheformatandlayoutof
thepamphletsandsomestatutorydetailsaboutthelayoutofpamphletsis nolongerincludedin
statute.

5)Twodifferentproceduresarecreatedtodeterminewhichmattersmayberevisedin ordeleted
fromthepamphlet,in lieuofthe SecretaryofState torevisingordeletingmaterialsubmittedfor
inclusionasanargumentorstatementthattheSecretaryofState determinesis obscene,profane,
libelous,ordefamatory:

(a)TheSecretaryofState maypetitiontheThurstonCountySuperiorCourttodetermineif
materialshouldbedeletedorrevisedthatis obsceneoris otherwiseprohibitedfrombeing
distributedthroughthemails,andthe courtmayordermatterdeletedorrevisedonlyif it
concludesit is obsceneoris prohibitedfrombeingdistributedthroughthemails;and
(b)A personwhofeelsheorshe hasbeendefamedmayappealtothe ThurstonCounty
SuperiorCourtandthe courtmayordermatterdeletedorrevisedonlyif it concludesit is
untrueandthe petitionerlikelywill prevailin a defamationaction.TheSecretaryofState
maynotifya personaboutbeingidentifiedin anargumentorstatement,buta dutyis not
establishedtomakethis notificationandthe stateandSecretaryofState donot incur
liabilityfor mattersincludedin thestatement[orargument?]unlesstheSecretaryofState
publishesa statement[orargument?]in violationofa court order.

6)A photographthatis submittedbya nomineefor inclusionin thepamphletmaynotrevealclothing



orinsigniasuggestingtheholdingofa publicoffice.

FISCALNOTE:Available.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


