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BACKGROUND:

StatevotersapprovedInitiative276in 1972.Amongotherprovisions,Initiative276required
candidatesandcontinuingpoliticalcommitteestofile statementsoforganizationandmakeperiodic
reportsofcontributionsandexpenditures,requiredpublicofficialstofile financialstatements,and
requiredpersonslobbyingtheLegislatureorstate agenciestoregisterandmakeperiodicreportsof
theirexpenditures.Thepublicdisclosurecommission(PDC)wascreatedtoreceivethesefilingsand
reportsandenforcetheseprovisions.

Legislationhasbeenenactedsincethemid-1990’sprovidingfor theelectronicfilingofreportswith
thePDCandtheelectronicaccessofreportsthathavebeenfiled. Duringthe1997-1999biennium,
$378,000wasappropriatedtothe PDCsolelyfor technologyfor customerserviceimprovements.

ThedatethePDCreceivesa reportorstatementis deemedtobethe dateofanelectronicfile
transfer,if thedocumentis sentelectronically,orthe dateofthe postofficecancellationmarkon
theenvelope,if thedocumentis depositedprepaidin theUnitedStatesmailproperlyaddressed.

SUMMARY:

A varietyofrequirementsaremadetoencourage,andin someinstancesrequire,theelectronicfiling
ofreportswiththePDCandtomakereportsthathavebeenfiledwiththePDCavailable
electronically.

1.Assistantexecutivedirector.

Theexecutivedirectorofthe PDCmustappointanassistantexecutivedirectorfor information
serviceswhois responsiblefor maintainingandenhancingthecollectionofandpublic accessto
informationthroughelectronicmeans.



2.Electronicfilings.

ByJuly1,1999, thePDCshalloffereverycandidate,politicalcommittee,andpartyorganizationthe
optionoffiling its financialaffairsreports,contributionreports,contributionreports,andexpenditure
reportselectronically.Thisdoesnotincludethebasicstatementoforganizationfiling.

ByJuly1,2001, thePDCshallofferall lobbyistsandlobbyists’employerstheoptionoffiling their
reports,otherthanthebasiclobbyistregistration,electronically.

ByJuly1,2000, eachcontinuingpoliticalcommitteeis requiredtofile its contributionreportsand
expenditurereportselectronically.Thisdoesnotincludethebasicstatementoforganizationfiling.
Thefailuretosofile electronicallyis a violationofthe PDClaws.

ThePDCisrequiredtomakethe appropriateelectronicreportingformavailableatnochargeto
candidates,politicalcommittees,andpartyorganizations.Noprovisionis madeforproviding
appropriateelectronicreportingformsavailableatnocharge,oratcharge, for lobbyistsand
lobbyists’employers.

3.Websiteaccess.

ByJanuary1,2000, thePDCshalloperatea website,orcontractfor theoperationofa website,
allowingaccesstoreportsorinformationin reportsfiledbycandidates,politicalcommittees,and
lobbyists,butnotincludingthebasiclobbyistregistrationreport.Inaddition,thePDCshallattempt
tomakeavailableotherpublicrecordssubmittedtothe PDCorgeneratedbythe PDCavailableon
thewebsite.

4.Goalsfor theelectronicavailabilityofinformation.

BeginningJanuary1,2001, thePDCshallestablishgoalsthatall reportsandinformationincludedin
reportsthatarefiledwiththePDCareavailableelectronicallyonthePDC’swebsite. Reportsand
informationin reportsthatarefiledelectronicallyshallbeavailableonthePDC’swebsitewithin
twobusinessdaysofthe commissionsreceiptofthe report.Reportsandinformationin reportsthat
aresubmittedin anyformatotherthanbeingfiledelectronicallyshallbeavailableonthePDC’sweb
sitewithinfourbusinessdaysofthe commissionsreceiptofthe report.

5.Reportsandplans.

ThePDCmustcalculatethefollowingreportingperformancemeasuresandmakethesemeasures
availabletothe publicbyJuly1st ofeachyear:

· Theaveragenumberofdays elapsingbetweenwhenreportsarereceivedandwhencopies
areavailabletothe generalpublicatthe PDC’sofficeandvia thePDC’swebsite,
distinguishingthereportsbaseduponwhethertheywerefiledbycontinuingpolitical
committees,candidates,orindependentexpenditures,orwere specialreports,orwere filed
bylobbyistsorlobbyists’employers.



· Thepercentageofreportsfiledusingdifferentformatsbycandidates,continuingpolitical
committees,orlobbyistsandlobbyists’employers.Thedifferentformatsarehardcopy,
electronicviadiskette,electronicviamodemorsatellite,electronicviatheInternet,and
others.Candidatesshallbecategorizedasstatewide,statelegislative,orlocal.

ByJanuary1,2000, thePDCmustprepareaninformationtechnologyplanandsubmittheplan
tovariouscommitteesofthe SenateandHouseofRepresentatives,theGovernor,andthe
DepartmentofInformationServices.ThePDCmustconsultedwithaffectedstateagencies,the
DepartmentofInformationServices,andstakeholders.that is consistentwithplansorportfolios
developedbythe DepartmentofInformationServiceswhenit preparesthisplan. Theplanmust
include:

· A baselineassessmentofits informationtechnologyresourcesandcapabilitiestoserveas
thebenchmarkfor subsequentplanningandperformancemeasures;

· A statementofits mission,goals,andobjectivesfor informationtechnology,includingthe
goalsandobjectivesfor achievingelectronicaccesstoits recordsfor atleast fiveyears;

· Anexplanationofhowits mission,goals,andobjectivesfor informationtechnologysupport
andconformtothe statestrategicinformationtechnologyplan;

· Animplementationstrategytoenhanceelectronicaccesstopublicrecordsandinformation;

· Projectsandresourcesrequiredtomeet its objectives;and

· If feasible,estimatedschedulesandfundingrequiredtoimplementidentifiedprojects.

ThePDCmustprepareandsubmittothe DepartmentofInformationServicesa biennial
performancereportoninformationtechnologythatevaluatesits performance,assessesits progress
towardimplementingits informationtechnologyplan,analyzesits performancemeasuresthatrelate
tothe electronicfilingofreportsandtimelypublicaccesstothose reportsviaits website,a
descriptionofmethodshowcitizensmayinteractwiththePDCtoobtaininformationandservices,
andaninventoryofPDCinformationservices,equipment,andproprietarysoftware.

6.Returnofmaterials.

ThePDCmustreturndocuments,records,reports,computerfiles,papers,ormaterialsthatare
providedtoit aspart ofauditsandinvestigationswithintwoweeksofreceivingtheseitems.

FISCALNOTE:Notrequested.

EFFECTIVEDATE:Ninetydaysafteradjournmentofsessionin whichbill is passed.


