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HOUSE BI LL 1750

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 1999 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cooper, Crouse, Poulsen, G Chandler, Doumt,
DeBol t, Ei cknmeyer and Ml liken

Read first time 02/04/1999. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy,
Tel ecommuni cati ons & Energy.

AN ACT Relating to the provision of telecomrmunications by public
entities; adding a new section to chapter 54.16 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to provide the
express authority for public utility districts to provide
tel ecommuni cations facilities and services for the benefit of our
citizens by: (1) Requiring a public utility district that provides
tel ecommuni cations facilities for public use to provide these
facilities without charge to public schools and institutions of higher
education located in the area that it serves and, if authorized by
voters to provi de t el ecomruni cati on servi ces, to provi de
t el ecomuni cation services to these public schools and institutions
w thout charge; (2) increasing econom c devel opnent opportunities,
particularly of rural areas, by providing a cost-effective neans of
ext endi ng t el ecommuni cati ons facilities and, i f aut hori zed,
tel ecommuni cation services throughout the entire state; and (3)
stinmulating the marketplace by increasing conpetition anong the
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providers of telecommunications facilities and, if authorized,
t el ecommuni cati on servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 54.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A public utility district may construct, purchase, acquire,
provi de, add to, al ter, I npr ove, repair, and mai nt ai n
tel ecommuni cations facilities wthin its boundaries, wth capacity
sufficient for its own use as well as use by others, and with ful
authority to regulate and control the use and price thereof. The
public utility district has full discretion to classify the uses of
these facilities on any reasonabl e ground and the rates charged shal
be uniformfor the sanme class of custoners.

(2) A public wutility district may provide telecomunication
services withinits boundaries if voters of the public utility district
approve a ball ot proposition authorizing the public utility district to
provi de tel ecomuni cation services, with full authority to regul ate and
control the price thereof.

(3) A public wutility district providing teleconmunications
facilities or services may use its tax receipts to reduce the costs of
t hese tel ecommunications facilities or services. Telecomrmunications
facilities, works, lines, wres, and cables may be financed i n whol e or
in part by the public utility creating local wutility districts and
i nposi ng special assessnents on benefited property within the |oca
utility districts, other than the property of school districts and
institutions of higher education, as defined in RCW 28B.10.016,
foll ow ng the procedures provided under this chapter and chapter 35.51
RCW

(4) Any public wutility district providing teleconmunications
facilities or services for public use nust provide these facilities and
services to public schools and institutions of higher education, as
defined in RCW28B. 10. 016, |located within the area served by the public
utility district’s teleconmunications facilities or services wthout
charge and may provi de tel econmuni cati ons equi pnent and accessories to
t hese public schools and institutions of higher education for no cost
or at reduced cost. Any costs of providing these facilities, services,
equi pnent, and accessories to public schools and institutions of higher
education shall be part of the costs of providing tel ecomunications
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1 facilities and services to the public that is borne by rates and
2 charges inposed on other persons using these facilities and services.

~-- END ---
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