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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2392

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Local Governnent (originally sponsored by
Representatives Doumt, Milliken, Scott, Melke, MIloscia, Hatfield,
Fortunato, Fisher, Kenney, Edwards and Wl fe)

Read first tine 02/ 03/2000. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to the funding and delivery of |ocal governnent
services; adding a new section to chapter 43.17 RCW creating new
sections; providing an expiration date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that whil e governnment
services are provided to the citizens of the state of Wshington
t hrough many nechani sns, the nost preval ent delivery of services occurs
through city, county, or state governnent actions. Increased demand
for these services and limted revenue to neet those services have | ed
t o unproductive conpetition between cities, counties, and the state for
the revenue that is collected and shared between cities, counties, and
the state.

The legislature further finds that rules adopted by state agencies
cause | ocal governnents to allocate funds to neet those rules that are
not fully funded at the state |evel

Therefore, the legislature finds that there is a need to eval uate
the delivery of government services and the allotnment of revenues
t hrough the establishnent of a joint task force on |ocal governnents.
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The legislature further finds that the state must recogni ze the
costs to local governnments of rules adopted by state agencies and
mtigate the financial inpacts of those rules for a significant period
to allow | ocal governnents to develop strategies to conply with the
requirenents of Initiative 695.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The joint task force on |ocal
governments is created, to consist of thirty-two nmenbers including:

(a) The following ten nenbers of the house of representatives or
their designees: (i) The cochairs of the commttee on appropriations;
(i1i) the cochairs of the commttee on capital budget; (iii) the
cochairs of the commttee on finance; (iv) the cochairs of the
commttee on | ocal governnent; and (v) the cochairs of the commttee on
transportation;

(b) The following ten nenbers of the senate or their designees:
(1) The chair and the ranking mnority nenber of the conmttee on
transportation; (ii) the chair and the ranking mnority menber of the
coommittee on ways and neans; (iii) the chair and ranking mnority
menber of the commttee on state and |ocal governnent; and (iv) four
menbers of the senate, appointed by the president of the senate, two
fromeach political party;

(c) One nonvoting nenber from the office of the governor wth
expertise in finance;

(d) Five nonvoting nenbers shall be appointed jointly by the co-
speakers of the house of representatives and the majority and mnority
| eaders of the senate, representing the citizens of the state;

(e) Two nonvoting nenbers shall be appointed jointly by the co-
speakers of the house of representatives and the majority and mnority
| eaders of the senate fromnom nations by the associ ati on of Washi ngt on
cities;

(f) Two nonvoting nenbers shall be appointed jointly by the co-
speakers of the house of representatives and the majority and mnority
| eaders of the senate from nomnations by the Washington state
associ ation of counti es;

(g) Two nonvoting nenbers shall be appointed jointly by the co-
speakers of the house of representatives and the majority and mnority
| eaders of the senate fromnom nations by the Washi ngton associ ati on of
county officials.
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(2) The nonlegislative nenbers of the task force shall serve
w t hout conpensation, but wll be reinbursed for travel expenses as
provided in RCW 43.03. 050 and 43.03.060. Legislative nenbers of the
task force will be reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW
44.04.120. The staff of senate commttee services and the office of
program research of the house of representatives shall provide
adm nistrative and clerical assistance to the task force.

(3) The task force nust be cochaired by one senator, chosen by the
task force, and one state representative, chosen by the task force,
fromopposite political parties. Six nmenbers is a quorumfor a neeting
or hearing. The cochairs may appoi nt experts and advi sors as nonvoti ng
menbers of the task force to provide input on various subjects. Only
the legislative nenbers of the joint task force may vote on the
adoption of findings, conclusions, or reconmendations. Final findings,
concl usi ons, or recomendations of the task force nust be agreed to by

at least ten legislative nenbers. However, mmnority findings,
concl usi ons, or recomendati ons may be included that are submtted by
any legislative nmenber or group of |egislative nenbers. The Open

Public Meetings Act applies to all neetings and hearings of the task
force. The task force shall establish rules of procedure at its first
meet i ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The joint task force on |ocal governnents
shal | :

(1) Conplete a thorough study of the delivery of governnent
services and al l otnment of revenues; and

(2) Commence the study by July 1, 2000, present an interimreport
of its findings and any recommendations to the | egislature by January
30, 2001, and present a final report addressing its recomendations to
the legislature by January 1, 2002.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 43.17 RCW
to read as foll ows:

State agencies are required to:

(1) Exam ne the inpacts of all proposed rules to determne if they
Wil result in increased costs for |ocal governnents;

(2) Notify associations of |ocal governnments of proposed rules
affecting their nenbership if it is determned that the rules wll
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result in increased costs or added admi nistrative burdens for |oca
gover nnent s;

(3) Uilize rule devel opnent processes specified in chapter 34.05
RCW the admnistrative procedure act, to mtigate cost inpacts of
proposed rules on | ocal governnents;

(4) Ensure that adoption of new rules and rule anmendnents is
consistent with the principles and requirenments of the governor’s
executive order 97-02, particularly those that enphasi ze denponstration
of need, effectiveness and efficiency, clarity, consistency wth
| egi slative intent, coordination wth other jurisdictions and
partnership wth |local governnments, consideration of cost, and
fairness; and

(5) Uilize rule devel opnent nmechani sns to ensure that cost inpacts
are mnimzed and participation in rule developnment is maxim zed.
Exanples include wusability testing of rules and other intensive
st akehol der i nvol venent net hods.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act expires March 30, 2002.

~-- END ---
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